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Whichever Chairman you 
choose to travel in whilst 
in your wheelchair, 

you will receive 

the same first 

class service 

enjoyed by 

Chairman 

owners for 

over 25 

years. 


Dial 100 for 

e Freephone 

Gowrings for your 

free colour information pack. 


Freepost RG490, Newbury, Berks. 
RG13 1BR. Tel:0635 71502. 


wouncll charges. 


users' committee celebrate their victory. 


No 50p charges here: members of the Bentley Day Centre's 


EDMUND TEAKOPIAN 


Agenda 
for the 
1990s 


Britain’s leading charities 
have teamed up to fight for 
a better deal for disabled 
people in the 1990s. 

In “An Agenda for the 
1990s”, the Disability Mani- 
festo Group sets out its recom- 
mendations on 
anti-discrimination _ legislation, 
disability benefits, community 
care, health services, education, 
employment and _ training, 
housing, public transport, 
leisure and access. 

The Group recommends a 
new disability income scheme 
which would include a tax free, 
non means-tested benefit 
designed to cover the extra 
costs of disability. 

Labour MP Jack Ashley 
called the Agenda “a pioneer- 
ing effort of crucial impor- 
tance” which if enacted would 
transform the lives of disabled 
people. 

Continued on page 5 


can t pay, won't pay 


As more councils around the country start charging 
for services the fight against them is hotting up. 


The Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation 
(RADAR) has had over 200 
complaints about councils 
refusing to provide services if 
people can't pay, or giving pri- 
ority to those who need per- 
sonal care rather than help 
around the home. 

It has joined forces with 
Arthritis Care to challenge the 
legality of this under Section 2 
of the Chronically Sick and 
Disabled Persons Act 1970. 

The fight-back has had its 
first victory. Disabled users of 
the Bentley Day Centre in 
Harrow, London, had a 50p fee 
to enter their own day centre 
slapped on them in April. After 
a sit-in, they forced the council 
to do a U-turn. 

Sit-in organiser Pat Humble- 
stone said: “We’re delighted 
about the council climbdown. 
The charge was diabolical. 
There is no way people surviv- 
ing on income support could 
have afforded it.” 

In Chelmsford, disabled peo- 
ple were so angry about a 14 
per cent rise in home help 


charges that they staged a 
demonstration outside Essex 
County Hall in April. So far 
the council has not budged. 
“The rise is disgusting,” said 
Jill Allen-King, secretary of the 
Southend Disabled Federation 
for the Handicapped. “It means 
people who earn only £52 a 
week are paying £8 a week for 
under 10 hours help, and those 


~on Attendance Allowance (AA) 


must pay the full £16.” 

Disabled people in Westmin- 
ster now face paying for home 
helps for the first time. The 
borough council introduced the 
fees in April and around 3,000 
people will have to pay £1.09 a 
week for home helps or £10 a 
week if they get AA. 

In Hertfordshire, the service 
is still free if you only get 
income support, poll tax bene- 
fit or housing benefit. But peo- 
ple who get no benefits except 
AA have to pay £15 a week. 

The Hertfordshire Coalition 
of Disabled People (HCODP), 
handed in a protest letter to 
Downing Street in May (DN, 

Continued on page 5 


EC “shambles” 


There is widespread anger 
and disillusionment about a 
European training initiative 
for disabled people worth 
£130 million (ECUs 180m). 

The three year Horizon Ini- 
tiative was approved by the 
Council of Ministers in 
December to create jobs for 
disabled and _ disadvantaged 
people by encouraging non- 
governmental organisations to 
develop vocational _ training 
schemes. 

Chairman of the European 
Disablement Group, Conserva- 
tive MEP Derek Prag, said the 
scheme's introduction had been 
“badly managed”. He will com- 
plain to European Commission 
President, Jacques Delors. 

Ten other MEPs have raised 
questions in the European Par- 
liament about the Initiative, 
including Labour MEP Hugh 
McMahon who calls the project 
“a complete shambles.” 

“The money is there to fund 
the project, but through lack of 
organisation or structure it is 
not getting to the disabled peo- 
ple it was intended for.” 

Britain has been allocated 


£11 million from the European 
Social Fund for approved 
applications. A scheme has to 
involve more than one “devel- 
oped” country and at least one 
less developed one, such as 
Greece. Applications are made 
to a national co-ordinator who 
draws up a programme of pri- 
ority schemes. 

Mr Prag said:“Everyone was 
very enthusiastic about the Ini- 
tiative when it was set up but 
most people are now fed up 
with the lack of co-ordination 
and effective management.” 

Anthony Lumley of Mobility 
International (MI) and Arthur 
Verney of the European Com- 
munity Regional Secretariat of 
the World Federation of the 
Deaf (ECRS), set up seminars 
to bring European groups 
together to draw up proposals. 

“People came up with some 
great ideas,” said Mr Lumley, 
“including plans to train dis- 
abled people in pottery, wine- 
making and new technology.” 

But when groups applied 
they found no _ guidelines, 
impossible deadlines and con- 

, Continued on page 5 


2 NEWS 


Higashi report out 


The National Autistic Society 
(NAS) has published its long- 
awaited report on the Boston 
Higashi school for children 
with autism. 

The Higashi practises “daily 
life therapy” (DLT), a Japanese 
method based on rigorous exer- 
cise and a “positive attitude” to 
life. 

Barbara Plumptre, whose 
two sons are pupils, criticised 
the NAS in DN for not giving 
the school more backing (DN, 
September 1990). 

When the NAS team visited 
for a week in January, there 
were 94 pupils, aged from three 
and a half to 21. Most came 
from the US, with eight from 
the UK and one from Eire. 

The NAS thought physical 
education was “the most 
impressively taught subject.” It 
“enhances pupils’ _ physical 
skills to a level not observed 
before in other schools for 
pupils with autism. This in 
turn improves self-confidence 
and self-esteem at the same 
time absorbing energy which 


Deaf people 


London is_ neglecting its 
increasing deaf population, says 
a new report from the London 
Deaf Interest Group. 

Services for them are too 
often “impoverished, neglected 
and marginalised.” Of the 29 
out of 33 boroughs which 
responded, nine had no specific 
funding for deaf people. The 
outlook for people who are deaf 
and blind is “even more bleak”. 


would otherwise be devoted to 
adverse behaviour.” 

But the timetable was no 
substitute for the broad one 
that pupils can get in the UK 
which includes subjects such as 
science and cooking. And more 
work was needed on preparing 
pupils for adult life. 

The programme did _ not 
address individual needs, which 
left more able pupils frustrated 
and “underfunctioning”. 

There were also language 
problems between the Japanese 
staff and the children, and Sign 
language wasn’t used with 
pupils who had no speech. 

But, the report says, “There 
is little doubt that UK teachers 
would benefit from studying 
DLT and incorporating the 
best and most positive aspects 
into their broader curricula.” 

The NAS says it could take 
over three years for British 
teachers to learn the skills of 
DLT and bring them back. 


The Higashi Experience, £3.50, 
NAS, tel: 081-451 1114. 


“neglected” 


It wants: boroughs to have 
staff capable of communicating 
with deaf people, discussions of 
deaf issues, and surveys of deaf 
residents and their needs. 

A new report by Sense, The 
National Deaf-Blind and 
Rubella Association, says deaf 
and blind people in Wales are 
missing out on vital services. 


Sense, £7.50, tel: 071-278 1005. 


Nigel Havers joins David Waller, 3, to launch the Cadbury's 
Strollerthon which took place on 30 June. The 10 mile spon- 
sored walk aims to raise £500,000 towards the £1,400,000 cost 
of building a movement analysis laboratory for children 


with cerebral palsy at Guy's Hospital, London. _ evenine stanparp 


Spotlight falls on race and disability 


The growing disatisfaction of 
disabled people from black and 


ethnic groups was highlighted 


last month in a report, confer- 
ence and two seminars. 

In a report by the London 
Voluntary Service Council 
(LVSC), launched at a London 
seminar for service providers, 
central and local governments 
are urged to give black volun- 
tary groups more funding, sup- 
port and independence. 

It says: “The poor take-up of 
statutory services by black and 
ethnic minority people suggests 
that mainstream service 
providers are still failing to 
tackle racism effectively and 
failing to adapt services to meet 
the range of needs in a multi- 
cultural society.” 
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it’s unbeatable. 


NAME 


Ee he unique Rascal ConvertAble is the one 
electric mobility vehicle giving you complete 
freedom to get around, indoors and outdoors. 
With the ability to convert quickly from a compact 
4-wheeled chair to a rugged 3-wheeled scooter, 
the Rascal offers the ultimate in versatility. 

As a manoeuvrable chair it glides around the 
home. As a rugged scooter it scoots along at up 
to 4mph. As a solution to your mobility problems, 


To arrange a FREE home demonstration, please 
FREEPHONE, or return coupon to: Electric Mobility 
Euro Ltd, FREEPOST, Sea King Rd, Lynx Trading 
Estate, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 2YS. 


IEC tT O8S00 252614 


Please arrange: {_] Free Test Ride 


TOTAL FREEDOM BEGINS WITH 
A FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION. 


e Superior quality, stylish looks and excellent 
value for money. 

e@ Quickly convertible from indoor chair to 
outdoor scooter. 

e Variable speeds with a zippy 4mph maximum. 

e Climbs a‘1\in 4 gradient easily. 

e Easily dismantled for transportation in car. 


{_] Colour Brochure 


qddaddd 


e Ethical company and 
absolutely no 
pressure selling. 


ADDRESS 


OOOO P OOOO OOO OPPO OOOOOO OOO HOO HOOKOO HOD DDD DD 


@ POSTCODE 
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Discussing the role of black 
groups and the integrated ser- 
vices they provide, Steve 
Phaure of the LVSC said that 
black groups will “lose their 
identity and long-term future 
unless they are allowed to 
develop independently on their 
own terms.” 

Another conference in Beth- 
nal Green, London, organised 
by black and Asian people and 
supported by the Greater Lon- 
don Association of Disabled 
People (GLAD), ‘highlighted 
how black disabled people lose 
out on jobs, benefit and ser- 
vices. 

Millie Hill, of the Hammer- 
smith and Fulham Association 
for Disabled People (HASAD) 
told 100 service users and 
providers: “Most traditional 
white services are inaccessible. 
They are usually designed by 


Elderly abuse 


Widespread abuse of elderly 
people in private residential 
homes is going unreported, 
according to a new report from 
Labour MP Harriet Harman. 

Based on evidence given to 
local authority tribunals consid- 
ering appeals against deregis- 
tration of private homes, it says 
many people are sustaining 
injuries consistent with being 
slapped or grabbed, residents 
are being tied to chairs, given 
insufficient food and left in 
damp, smelly clothes without 
proper incontinence pads. 

Ms Harman said: “Abuse is 
widespread, but people are 
afraid to report it because they 
are worried they may end up 
on the streets.” 


white people for white people.” 

An action plan was drawn up 
calling on service providers to 
listen to the needs of black dis- 
abled people, consult with peo- 
ple in their own environment 
and be more sensitive to the 
culture of ethnic minorities. 

The problem of “structural 
racism” was highlighted at the 
third seminar on _ Disability 
Research at the Policies Studies 
Institute in London. 

Dr Ossie Stuart, a researcher 
at Oxford University, talked of 
covert discrimination by service 
providers. “The structure and 
practices of many statutory and 
mainstream organisations pre- 
vent black, disabled people 
from getting the jobs, resources 
and education they deserve.” 


“Who Really Cares”, £4.95, 
LVSC, tel: 071-388 0241. 


THE NEATER EATER 


ENABLES PEOPLE 
WITH TREMOR, 
ATAXIA OR 
ATHETOID 
MOVEMENT TO 
FEED THEMSELVES 


@ The Neater Eater is not a powered machine. The user controls the spoon and a 
damping device on the arm filters out any jerky movements enabling the spoon to 
be moved smoothly from plate to mouth. Thus the user can eat under their own 


control and at their own pace. 


@ The Neater Eater has been used by people suffering from Multiple Sclerosis, 
Cerebral Palsy, Parkinson's Disease, head injuries and other neurological conditions 


that cause tremor. 


@ Trials with a range of people suffering from these conditions have shown that 
people previously unable to feed themselves are able to do so with the Neater Eater. 


For a FREE TRIAL and/or more information about the Neater Eater, please fill in this form and send 
to Michaelis Engineering, 68 Argyle Road, Southampton S02 OBQ, England (Tel: 0703 639771) 


Name 
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Disability of user(s) 
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supports 
carers 


The TUC joined forces with 
the Carers National Association 
in May to fight for better rights 
for Britain’s six million carers. 

The Charter for Carers, to 
be sent out to shop stewards, 
demands: 

* Invalid Care Allowance to be 
extended to all who care for at 
least 35 hours a week (at pre- 
sent, people over retirement 
age, in full-time jobs or earning 
over £30 a week cannot get it) 
* adequately funded commu- 
nity care 

* more cash for support ser- 
vices, especially respite care 

* the right to take special leave 
* no loss of employment rights 
for carers who return to work 
* training and re-training. 

The Charter also urges 
unions to negotiate flexible 
working packages with employ- 
ers to give part-time workers 
the same pay and benefits, pro 
rata, as other workers. 

Carers National Association 
director Jill Pitkeathley com- 
mented: “One of the best ways 
of helping carers is by enabling 
them to remain in paid work as 
long as possible. This clearly 
helps financially but helps too, 
both now and in the future, by 
letting carers retain their skills, 
and most of all helps them 
emotionally by making them 
feel less isolated.” 
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Ford Fleet sales director Colin Breathwick gives the keys of an Escort to Banstead Mobility 


Centre director Morigue Cornwell to mark the Surrey centre's 10th birthday. Minister for 
Disabled People Nicholas Scott joined in the June celebrations. Banstead provides informa- 
tion, demonstration, assessment and training for people with outdoor mobility problems. 


Minister attacks home owners 


Some private residential home 
owners “very routinely” set 
fees that absorb all benefits and 
personal allowances, according 
to Social Security Secretary 
Tony Newton. 

Mr Newton was giving evi- 
dence in May to the Commons 
social security select commit- 
tee’s enquiry into the financing 
of private residential and nurs- 
ing home fees. 

“Very large numbers of 
homes do very routinely set 
their fees a little above income 
support,” he said. 

Mr Newton said he had con- 
sidered how to. stop fees 
absorbing the £11.40 a week 
personal allowance, usually 
used to buy newspapers, 


EC shows 
UK the way 


Sign language is to join the 
other nine European Commu- 
nity languages used at the 
European Parliament. 

Most Community proceed- 
ings in Brussels and Strasbourg 
are open to the public. But 
while hearing visitors have 
been able to get translations 
through headphones, deaf peo- 
ple have been excluded. 

Labour Euro MP Stephen 
Hughes, who has campaigned 
for the measure, said it was “a 
landmark decision for deaf peo- 
ple throughout the EC.” 

Before Sign can be intro- 
duced, the EC has to decide 
which language to use. Mr 
Hughes said: “Sign languages 
differ not only between differ- 
ent countries in Europe but 
even inside certain countries 
there can be regional differ- 
ences in the signs used.” 

In June, Labour MP Jack 
Ashley called on Prime Minis- 
ter John Major to follow the 
European Parliament's 1988 
example and recognise British 
Sign Language as a language. 


cigarettes and other personal 
items. 

But the only options would 
be to make it illegal for people 
to spend their own money like 
this, which would be “an 
infringement of personal lib- 
erty”, or to set up “very com- 
plicated” price controls. 

He said the April uprating of 
income support for people in 
residential homes of {235m 
was the largest ever increase 
and would help residents by 
between £5 and £55 a week. 

Conservative committee 
member David Harris told Mr 
Newton that a £5 a week 
increase seemed “an incredibly 
small amount” given the gap 
between fees and benefits. The 


charity Counsel and Care, 
which gives help and advice to 
elderly people, estimated this 
gap to be as much as £70 in 
some homes (DN, May). 

Counsel and Care also hit 
back at Mr Newton’s claim that 
some home owners were setting 
their fees too high. 

General manager Jef Smith 
said: “In this area of business - 
as in any other - there are a 
minority of homes not provid- 
ing value for money. 

“But the real issue is not 
exploitation by private or vol- 
untary homes but the contin- 
ued failure of Income Support 
to keep pace with the cost of 
caring for people in residential 
care homes.” 


INDEPENDENCE 


Fully Automatic 
Adjustable 
Bed. 
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SUPPLIERS TO DHSS 
Telephone: (0985) 213440 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


ILF's successor 


The Lords introduced an 
amendment to the Disability 
Living Allowance and Disabil- 
ity Working Allowance Bill 
which would have incorporated 
the Independent Living Fund 
into the state social security 
system. 

But when the Bill returned 
to the Commons in May, the 
Government vetoed the plan as 
"unworkable in practice". 

"The ILF has done a splen- 
did job since its inception.” 
said Minister for Disabled Peo- 
ple Nicholas Scott. But “I 
remain convinced that our 
community care strategy is the 
right approach to meeting the 
needs of all disabled people, 
including the most severely 
disabled.” 

So, from April 1993, com- 
munity care will pass to local 
authorities and “they should 
carry on and extend the good 
work of designing and provid- 
ing packages of care for many 
more people than a central 
fund can ever hope to main- 
tain.” 

The Government will estab- 
lish a successor to the ILF 
which will take on all existing 
beneficiaries and make cash 
payments in the same way as 
the ILF does now. 

Dafydd Wigley (Plaid 
Cymru) thought a “twin-track” 
approach would be a “formula 
for uncertainty and misunder- 
standing”. One group would 
benefit from the successor body 


John Hannam (left) and Jack Ashley agree: keep the ILF 


while those applying after mid 
1993 (when the ILF ceases to 
exist) would not. 

Alf Morris (Lab) said a key 
feature of the ILF was that 
money is paid direct to the dis- 
abled person to give them the 
power to arrange assistance, yet 
when amendments to the NHS 
and Community Care Bill 
were put forward which would 
allow cash payments the Gov- 
ernment rejected them. 

John Hannam (Con) agreed. 
He wanted community care 
funding to be ring-fenced. 

Jack Ashley (Lab) thought it 
was “absolutely crazy to kill” 
the ILF “The decision has 
been dictated by the political 
fact that the Minister cannot 
get sufficient money to con- 
tinue the ILF.” 

He supported the idea of 
cash payments by local authori- 
ties. 

The Lords amendment was 
rejected. 


However, the Government 
did agree to another Lords 
amendment to extend the 
mobility component of DLA to 
those who have a mental hand- 
icap and behavioural problems 
which effectively make it 
impossible for them to walk. 


Child Support Bill criticised 
Under the Child Support Bill, 
a child support agency would 
assess, collect and enforce child 
maintenance based on a main- 
tenance formula for a lone par- 
ent who is caring for a child. 

At the second reading in 
June, Alf Morris said the bill 
had been criticised by organisa- 
tions dealing with disabled 
children because the formula 
ignored the extra costs of car- 
ing for a disabled child. 

As Joan Lestor (Lab) pointed 
out: “The children often 
require extra heating and extra 
laundry, and their parents often 
cannot go to work. They may 


Quotes of the month 
"This is a remarkable debate. We have heard the Minister eulo- 
gising the Independent Living Fund and his supporters saying 
how marvellous it is, yet the Government intend to kill the ILF 


stone dead." Jack Ashley (Lab) on the DLA and DWA Bill. 


"For many people the ILF is central to independent living and 
disabled people want it to be made statutory." John Hannam 
(Con), secretary of the All Party Disablement Group. 
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ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
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@ Converts your manual 
heelchair to a powered unit. 
Hoey to fit and remove for 

folding and storage. 
® @Adds virtually nothing 
S to the lifting weight. 
GF oo of Health tested and 
guaranteed for one year. 


@ FREE HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 


inc FREE 
delivery and 
[ conversion 


| Oo Please send more information 
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Post to: DISTECH LTD. FREEPOST| 


St. Helens, Merseyside WAS 1BR. 
POWER CONVERSION KIT 


FREEFONE 0800 262503 


- or return the coupon for more details 


SEND NO MONEY 


oO Please arrange demonstration | 


Tel: 


FOR MANUAL WHEELCHAIRS 


House points 


* Cold weather payments will 
be paid automatically, as soon 
as freezing temperatures (0° 
C) are forecast, Minister for 
Disabled People Nicholas 
Scott announced in June. 
There will be no need to 
make a claim. Also, more 
people will be eligible, 
because the capital rule limit 
is being eased to £3,000, the 
same as for anyone claiming 
Income Support. The 
changes also apply to people 
in Northern Ireland. 

* Positive discrimination is to 
be practised in employing 
disabled people at the House 
of Commons after a survey 
found that only 0.6 per cent 
of staff at the Palace of West- 
minister were registered dis- 


abled. Also, a study is 
planned to help solve access 
problems. 


* John Butterfill (Con) has 


introduced a _ Registered 
Homes (Amendment) Bill 
seeking to register small 


homes with three people or 
less. It has Government sup- 
port so may become law. 


require relief care and special 
adaptations to their homes. We 
must take those factors into 
consideration.” 

The Social Security Secre- 
tary Anthony Newton reported 
a Government decision that the 
courts should have power to 
make discretionary awards for 
the extra cost of disability in 
addition to the standard main- 
tenance formula. 

Joan Lestor retorted: “It is 
unacceptable that parents of 
such children should have to 
troop through the courts to 
gain a reasonable level of sup- 
port.” 

Pauline Rona Graham 
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Our handbook, “Access to the Underground”, 
has been completely revised to include all new 
developments on the Underground and also the 
Docklands Light Railway. Using good clear print, 
it comprehensively details what to expect at 
every Underground and Docklands Light Railway 
station. How many steps, escalators or lifts, 
location of entrances and opening times. It also. 
shows where and when accompanied passengers 
in wheelchairs can travel and gives many other 


useful tips. 


“Access to the Underground” is on sale, price 
70p, at the London Transport Travel Information 
Centres at King’s Cross, Euston, Oxford Circus, 
Piccadilly Circus, Victoria and Heathrow Central, 
or by post (price £1) from: 


The Unit for Disabled Passengers, 
London Regional Transport, 

55 Broadway, 

London SW1H OBD. 


Hopefully you'll find the system is less of a 
closed book than you think! 
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IN BRIEF 
CERES 


Low cost holidays 
Disabled people on a_ low 
income who have not been able 
to take a holiday for three years 
are being given a chance of a 
week’s break for £60 by the 
Holiday Care Service. 

The Service wants charities 
or social workers to nominate a 
group of at least 25 people who 
are in this category. They will 
get a chance of a week’s holiday 
early November in Newquay, 
Bournemouth or Torquay. 


Holiday Care Service, 2 Old 
Bank Chambers, Station Road, 
Horley, Surrey, RH6 9HW, tel 
0293 774535. 


Young deaf achievers 
Deaf, deaf-blind and hard of 
hearing young people are 
invited to enter for a Young 
Deaf Achiever award, organised 
by the charity Deaf Accord. 
You must be between 16 and 
29 and have achieved some- 
thing outstanding in any field. 
The closing date is 31 August. 


Entrance rules from YDA '91, 
311 Grays Inn Road, London 
WCI1X 8TP. 


Service call for TSB 
The TSB Group, with a repu- 
tation for taking disabled 
employees and customers seri- 
ously, has joined Service Call. 
If you have a bleeper and 
would like your local TSB 
branch to install the service so 
you can be helped into the 
building, ring Fiona Cannon, 
tel:071-623 6000, ext 2538. 
TSB has a policy of provid- 
ing ramps and sliding doors 
where possible in its branches 
and the new head office in 
Birmingham, opening January 
1992, will be fully accessible. 


ADAPT celebrates 
ADAPT, the organisation 
which campaigns for better 
access to the arts, is celebrating 
its first birthday. So far £1m 
has been given to make cine- 
mas, theatres and concert halls 
accessible to disabled people. 

MP Emma Nicholson, chair- 
man of ADAPT, said it aims to 
raise {1m in each of the next 
two years “to challenge diffi- 
dent management in the arts 
field”. 

A separate ADAPT fund has 
started in Northern Ireland. 


Midland headquarters 
The Spastics Society's chair- 
man Derek Ashcroft unveiled a 
plaque to officially open the 
Midland Regional headquarters 
in Redditch last month. 
Shapland House, named 
after former chairman Douglas 
Shapland, will be the adminis- 
trative centre for all the Soci- 
ety's activities in the Midlands. 


Correction: The Which? Guide 
to Camping in the South of 
France and the Dordogne costs 


£9.95 (not £3.95). 
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Education 
initiative 
disappoints 


The Government’s latest White 
Paper on Further Education is 
“4 disappointment and_ back- 
ward step”, according to a con- 
sortium of disability 
organisations. 

The groups, including Skill 
(The National Bureau For Stu- 
dents With Disabilities), MEN- 
CAP, RADAR, and the RNIB, 
are disappointed that the Gov- 
ernment failed to recognise five 
“crucial” rights for disabled 
students: 

*special support, allowing 
access to mainstream courses; 
*extended education up to at 
least age 25; 

*at least two years' funded fur- 
ther education for a newly dis- 
abled student 

*funding for courses in inte- 
grated or specialist colleges 
*full assessment of needs and 
achievements. 

The consortium has written 
to Tim Eggar, minister respon- 
sible for further education, urg- 
ing the Government to legally 
establish these rights. 

Deborah Cooper, Director of 
Skill, said:’Education legisla- 
tion has always ignored the 
needs of disabled students. It is 
time disability was put at the 
top of the political agenda.” 

A London conference on 1 
July will consider how the 
Government's plans to take FE 
colleges out of local education 
authority control could reduce 
colleges’ commitment to assess 
individual needs and_ provide 
special support. 


Splashathon: Over 450 people took part in the Festival of Sport in Sheffield in June. The ny 


day event was organised by CP Sport, the sporting arm of The Spastics Society. Barry HENSON 


Direct payments defended 


Disability campaigners want 
the Government to reverse a 
December ruling which makes 
it illegal for local authorities to 
pay money direct to disabled 
people for their care needs. 
MPs, Lords and organisa- 
tions such as the Spinal 
Injuries Association (SIA), The 
Disablement Income Group 
(DIG) and the British Council 
of Organisations of Disabled 
People (BCODP) are worried 
that newly disabled people will 
get unsuitable services, espe- 
cially after a Government deci- 
sion in May that people must 
rely on local authority services 
after 1993, when the Indepen- 
dent Living Fund ceases (see 
Month in Parliament, page 4). 
They are also concerned that 
people already getting direct 
payments will lose them. 
Conservative MP Andrew 
Rowe has expressed his con- 
cern about this in a letter to the 
Prime Minister. While he esti- 
mates that less than 40 people 


EC “shambles” 
Continued from page 1 


fusing information. 

Arthur Verney said in the 
end only just over half of the 
money will be spent on dis- 
abled people. 

He added: “We needed more 
time, especially when you con- 
sider the cultural and language 
problems of this project. It also 
cost ECRS and MI a lot of 
money to set up seminars and 
meetings with groups from 
other countries and we do not 
see why we should have to foot 
the whole bill.” 

Mr Lumley said: “The pro- 
gramme was mismanaged from 
the outset but deserves to be 
rescued. The only way forward 
is to call a halt and postpone 
the starting date until January 
1992.” By the time the initia- 
tive gets underway one year 
will have been wasted, he said.. 

British national co-ordinator 
Lorraine Huggins said the UK 
had to delay publishing guide- 
lines and application forms 
because it had not been told 
how much money it would get 
until last month. This was con- 
firmed to Liberal Democrat 
MP Sir Russell Johnston in the 
Commons on 3 June. 
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Applications are not due in 
till September, but the British 
Government is seeking details 
of proposals now. Ms Huggins 
acknowledged there had been 
organisational problems. 

As DN went to press, Hori- 
zon co-ordinator George Kat- 
zourakis, the official European 
spokesperson, could not be 
contacted in Greece. 


Agenda for the 1990s 
Continued from page 1 


With Mr Ashley at the House 
of Commons launch in June 
were Labour MP Sylvia Heal, 
Liberal Democrat MP David 
Bellotti, Conservative MP John 
Hannam, and Plaid Cymru MP 
Dafydd Wigley. 

The 13 charities in the 
Group are: Action for Blind 
People, Deaf Accord, Disability 
Alliance, Greater London 
Association of Disabled People, 
MENCAP, MIND, Muscular 
Dystrophy Group, National 
Federation of the Blind (UK), 
RADAR, RNIB, RNID, The 
Spastics Society and The 
Spinal Injuries Association. 


For more information contact 
Frankie Blagden, RNID, 105 
Gower St, London WCI. 


are now paid direct, he thinks 
the principle is very important 
and the option should remain 
even if many disabled people 
would not want or be able to 
arrange their own care. 

SIA director Stephen Brad- 
shaw said: Seriously disabled 
people...require personal assis- 
tance of the most intimate 
nature and the ability to 
employ someone of their own 
choice best suited to their 
needs is critical to their dignity 
and self respect.” 

But Health Minister Virginia 
Bottomley is not convinced. In 
a letter to the Greater London 
Association of Disabled People, 
she said it would be difficult to 
find out who was eligible. Costs 
would rise and the scheme 
would be bureaucratic and 
inflexible. Community care 
would allow disabled people to 
take on day to day management 
of carers, she claimed. 

To Mr Rowe she said that 
ILF costs had risen from £5m 
to £32m in three years. “If a 
cash payment scheme were 
introduced, the sort of pressure 
that has led to this escalation 
would be transferred from the 
Fund to local authorities.” 

Yet when 69 councils in Eng- 
land and Wales repsonded to a 


RADAR survey, over half said 
they were making direct or 
indirect payments and nearly 
three quarters of them would 
like the law changed. 
Wheelchair user Carl Ford, 
who has received monthly pay- 
ments from Shropshire local 
authority for six years, sees the 
Health Department decision as 
threatening people like him. He 
added: “One of the biggest 
threats is to people who don’t 
get ILF money until the local 
authority makes a contribution. 
The ruling questions the will- 
ingness of local authorities to 
top up with cash payments.” 


Note-worthy 


The new £20 note features a 
small coloured emblem to make 
identification easier for visually 
impaired people. It is also 
smaller than the old one. 

The hexagonal emblem, near 
the Queen’s head, is the second 
one put on by the Bank of Eng- 
land to help visually impaired 
people. The new £5, released 
last June, had a circle. The new 
£10 and £50 notes, due out in 
1992/93, will have emblems. 

The RNIB was consulted on 
the changes. 


Waldegrave soothes fears 


Health Secretary William 
Waldegrave has re-affirmed 
that the Government will hand 
over responsibility for the com- 
munity care of elderly and dis- 
abled people to councils in 
1993. There had been specula- 
tion that the responsibility 
would be passed to a central 
body instead. 

In a speech to social services 
and health authority managers 
in June, he described the com- 
munity care proposals as “a 
major set of excellently-based, 


well planned reforms.” 

Community care was due to 
start this April but was delayed 
to save £15 on the poll tax. 
(DN, August 1990). Instead, 
the reforms will be imple- 
mented gradually and are due 
to be complete in 1993. 

Mr Waldegrave also 
announced that from Septem- 
ber the Social Services Inspec- 
torate and regional health 
authorities would give progress 
reports on the reforms’ imple- 
mentation every six months. 


a 


Can't pay, won't pay 
Continued from page 1 


June), about the charges. 
HCODP chairman Arthur Bate 
said:“The great majority of 
severely disabled people are 
surviving largely because they 
are supported by relatives and 
friends. 


“We must have the right to 
stop being a drain on our 
familes and be given the chance 
to have a decent life.” 


If you have a complaint about 
the home help service, contact 
Lesley Browne, RADAR, 25 
Mortimer St, London, WIN 
SAB. 
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CF spray 
may hit 
the mark 


A new spray treatment for peo- 
ple with cystic fibrosis (CF) is 
being tested in America. 
Researchers from the 
National Institutes of Health in 
Maryland are developing an 
aerosol drug called alphal- 


antitrypsin. 
Tests so far indicate that it 


tissue and boost the ability of 
people with CF to fight infec- 
tion. 

Alphal-antitrypsin works by 
blocking an enzyme found in 
large amounts in the lungs of 
people with CF. 


PATRICK BAGLEE 


The enzyme, called neu- 


ordinary defence mechanisms, 
preventing white cells killing 
invading bacteria. 

When the researchers gave 
the drug intraveneously it had 
no effect. 

But when it was given 
through an aerosol every 12 
hours for a week, the enzyme 
disappeared from 12 people 
with CF. 

The drug also helps protect 
patients from infections by the 
bacteria pseudomonas. 

A spokesman for the Cystic 
Fibrosis Research Trust said: 


encouraging. This drug could 
potentially reverse a major 
problem in CF.” 


Short sight 
to vanish 
from view? 


A way to “cure” most people’s 
short-sightedness is being 
developed by doctors at St 
Thomas’ Hospital in London. 
In the treatment, a special 


trophil elastase, interferes with 


could prevent damage to lung 


Motability Approval needn’t mean comfort and style 
go out of the window. 

Proton cars combine the lot for as little as £6590* 

What Car? magazine obviously agree because 4 
they made a Proton their 1991 Best Value Car of 
the Year. 

The qualities that won the award are 
exactly those that make Proton more than 
just another Motability Approved car. 

Not surprisingly they feature easy 
to-reach controls and good all-round 
visibility. Excellent access through four * 
wide-opening doors Is also only to be expected, 
but there similarities with other Motability Approved 
cars of this price ends. 

Smooth five-speed gearbox or optional automatic 
transmission is available. With all 1.5 models having power 
steering as standard. 

There are remote boot-lid and fuel-flap openers, Blaupunkt 
digital stereo radio/cassette systems and award winning 
ergonomics. 

The latest Mitsubishi 1.3 or 1.5 litre multi-valve technology 
for power, economy and reliability at one end, and a vast luggage 
carrying capability at the other. (The four door Saloon has a 20 
Cu. ft. boot while the 5 door Aeroback, with low loading sill and 
60/40 split rear seat, swallows up to 49 cu. ft. of luggage). 

The exterior is built with long-life galvannealed steel 
key body panels. 

The interior houses 
fabric upholstery, comfortable 
seats with head restraints and a 
whole host of luxury features. 

Conversions are simple. 
Easy fitment of readily 
available hand controls 
and swivel travel seats 
requiring no vehicle ROCHnCatont 

Every Proton comes complete 
with the STARODRIVE package of 
customer care warranties. 


Motability aren’t 
the only people to approve 
our Cars. 


Wf TRIPLE-VALVE 


“The test results are very “Exemar laser” 


#6 YEAR/60,000 MILE STAR COVER POWER-TRAIN 
WARRANTY #6 YEAR STAR COVER BODYWORK 
WARRANTY 2 YEAR/50,000 MILE MANU- 

FACTURER’S WARRANTY #2 YEARS 
RAC MEMBERSHIP. 

And for just a little extra, you could enjoy 
the top of the range luxury of the 1.5 SE 
Saloon or Aeroback. 

Driver's seat height adjuster and fully reclining 
front seats. Electric windows, central locking and 
electric door mirrors. 

Proton have joined forces with Motability to make 
their cars even better value for money. 

As a Mobility recipient you will receive more favourable 
terms when purchasing through the Proton Motability 
scheme. 

Allin all you'll discover Proton 
cars are nothing like other 
Motability Approved vehicles of 
similar price, but then you 
wouldn't want them to be. 

There are some 200 caring } 


to offer both help and assistance. Visit your local showroom and 
ask for the Motability specialist. Alternatively phone the Proton 
hotline: 081-205 7077 and advise them that you are interested in 
the Proton Motability schemes. 


POWER STEERING STANDARD ON ALL 1.5’S, 


OPTIONAL AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION. 


FROM ONLY 


£6,590 


“For the well » Proton 1.3 GE Saloon. 


MOTABILITY APPROVED in 
H.P AND CONTRACTHIRE && 


MH) 


JAPANESE TECHNOLOGY © MALAYSIAN STYLE 


is used to flat- , 


sPrice @@LUDES DELIVERY AND NUMBER PLATES. GOVT. FUEL FIGS 1.5 GL SALOON CONSTANT 56 MPH 46.4 MPG (6.1L/100KM). URBAN CYCLE 29.4 MPG (9.6L/100KM). CONSTANT 75 MPH 
G (8.3L/100KM). G.B. MAINLAND PRICES CORRECT AT THE TIME OF GOING TO PRESS. PROTON CARS (UK) LIMITED, WESTERN HOUSE, MIDDLE LANE, WYTHALL, BIRMINGHAM 
B47 6LA TELEPHONE: 0564 826167. FULL DETAILS AVAILABLE FROM YOUR DEALER. 


ten the cornea. This changes 


the shape of the lens, enabling 


short-sighted people to focus 
clearly on distant objects. 

Doctors at St Thomas’ have 
performed over 120 operations 
with it. 

Professor John Marshall, 
who is testing the new laser, 
said: “We have found the treat- 
ment is successful for 90 per 
cent of short-sighted people, 
but unsuitable for those with a 
serious degree of myopia.” 

Although the operation has a 
high success rate, there are 
some side effects. 

“Some patients find it diffi- 
cult to see in low levels of light 


for a while after the operation 4 


and younger patients can expe- 
rience a ‘halo’ effect when 
looking at lights,’ Professor 
Marshall explained. 

“But,” he added, “these 
visual problems only last for 
three months and then should 
disappear.” 

Professor Marshall believes 
the treatment will be too 
expensive for the NHS, but 
several private practices are 
interested in using it. 


Professor John Marshall, Insti- 
tute of Opthalmology, Judd 
Street, London WCI. 


Fragile X 
gene found 


The gene that causes “Fragile 
X” syndrome - the most com- 
mon form of inherited mental 
handicap - has been identified 
by a team of American and 
Dutch scientists. 

The defective gene lies on 
the X chromosome and appears 
to play a direct role in the 
development of intelligence. 

The discovery means it may 
be possible to identify people 
and foetuses at risk from the 
condition. 

Fragile X gets its name 
because it damages the X chro- 


mosome. It affects one in 1,000 
males, although 20 per cent of 
men do not go on to develop 
symptoms. 

It is much rarer in women. 
Around half the females who 
carry the gene have subtle 
learning difficulties, and some 
women never know they have 
the condition because they dis- 
play no symptoms. 

Dr Kay Davies, who is 
researching into Fragile X at 
Oxford University, is one of 
Britain's leading authorities on 
the condition. She commented: 
“This is an important break- 
through because it may help us 
to tackle the condition. It is 
important we find a way to 
screen for the syndrome, but as 
scientists have only just started 
developing such tests it will be 
some time before they could be 
available.” 
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Symphony Hall: good vibrations, good access 


Katherine Walsh reports 
For some time now, we resi- 
dents of Brum have had two 
major groans - one is the city’s 
road race during August bank 
holiday (but considerably 
longer if you live here), the 
other is the major building 
works in the city centre for the 
International Convention Cen- 
tre. Now we can see this new 
building, officially opened by 
the Queen last month, for our- 
selves. 

A new symphony hall (inside 
the ICC) was the request of the 
City of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra’s principal conductor 
Simon Rattle, when appointed. 
Since then both his reputation 
and that of the CBSO has 
grown to world renown. So, 
when the city decided to go in 
for tourism in a big way. ‘to 
revive its flagging economy by 
providing an _ International 
Convention Centre, a sym- 
phony hall was _ included. 
Money was put into the 
scheme by the EEC. 

In March of this year, many 
of us took advantage of a free- 
bie trip around the ICC on an 
“open day for people with dis- 
abilities.” 

We were pleased with what 
we saw, especially the Sym- 
phony Hall with its “royal” 
boxes. (I also saw the Birming- 


seen before from a window.) 

Our literature told us that 
the ICC was designed with 
careful consideration for the 
needs of disabled people, 
wheelchair access was via the 
main entrance, provision had 
been made for guide dogs, and 
there were tactile signs in the 
lifts. 

For people with hearing dif- 
ficulties there was an infra-red 
induction loop system through- 
out, and attention had been 
given to car parking facilities 
and dropping off points outside 
the main entrance. 

I could not find any fault in 
these claims. 

Just as important for me as a 
wheelchair user, is that atten- 
tion has clearly been paid to 
training staff on how to 
approach disabled people. 

All the staff I have met on 
the two occasions I have been 
there have the right kind of 
information about the facilities 
available (often a problem), and 
know how to approach us with- 
out being too helpful or patron- 


ats 


Culture chamber: 2,200 seats and 22 spaces for wheelchairs. 


with all round vision. 
There are 22 spaces available 
for wheelchair users on the 


in any way obtrusive. 
The seats are normally held 
in reserve by the box office, 


ising. 

The hall can seat 2,200 peo- 
ple. It follows a 19th century 
design, is long and thin with 
people seated in tiers rather 
than in a theatrical manner. In 
some sense it resembles the 
19th century town hall, the 


ground floor. At the concerts I 
have attended (CBSO and 
Clannad), I have been allocated 
a box on either side of the stalls 
and my able-bodied compan- 
ions have been able to sit next 
to me on ordinary chairs. Sey- 
eral people in wheelchairs can 


and you are told to book 24 
hours in advance. A wheelchair 
user and escort can go on the 
same ticket, though I have to 
add that the wheelchair seats 
are in the top two price ranges. 
Seat prices vary according to 
the performance and it can 


expensive even at half price. 
For example, our CBSO ticket 
cost £19, or £9.50 each. 

As the hall is to be the main 
home of the CBSO, its acous- 
tics were particularly impor- 
tant. The hall’s canopy can be 
adjusted to accommodate dif- 
ferent types of “sound”. I’m 
told that the canopy moves up 
and down, with reverberation 
coming from behind the organ. 
(Here I must declare a sadness 
for the demise of the old organ 
in the town hall which was 
wonderful.) 

No-one was quite sure how 
it would all work out until the 
first night when apparently all 
went well. 

And, incidentally, there is 
wheelchair access to the stage if 
any of us ever reach this high 
pinnacle! 


For more information tel: 021- 


200 2000. 


Katherine Walsh is secretary of 
the National Disability Arts 
Forum. The NDAF has small 
amounts of money available 
yearly for one-off arts project 
grants. The closing date for 1992 
applications is 1 October 1991. 
Details from Katherine Walsh, 
c/o West Midlands Council of 
Disabled People, Moseley Hall 
Hospital, Birmingham B13 87L, 


ham canal which I had never CBSO’s previous home, but _ sit in these boxes without being sometimes still work out tel: 021-476 9259. 


Meet a young man with plenty to smile about! 
He hasn’t looked back since the day he found Care Link 
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@ Accommodation 
available for long term 
or short term respite care 


® Queens Court 
Nursing Home, 


@ Promenade Rest Colwyn Bay 


Home, Southport 
0704 538553 


ti 
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@® Tudor Bank EMI 
Unit, Southport = 


0704 69260 


® Churchill House 

Nursing/Residential 

Home, Southport 
0704 211287 


Queens Court set new standards in nursing, post-operative and residential care when the 
luxury hotel was completely renovated by Care Link at a cost of more than £1 million. 
Overlooking beautiful Colwyn Bay, it has been specially designed to cater for the needs 
of the elderly and young physically disabled. 

Our skilled and friendly staff are trained to cater for your every need in an environment 
equipped to the highest standards. Visitors are welcome at their convenience. 

No expense has been spared creating a tasteful interior which combines luxurious 
facilities such as a full size‘ballroom, with the very latest in technology. 

A conservatory, restaurant, cocktail lounge, passenger lifts, and the latest Parker baths 
combine to offer the ultimate in first class care. 

Coach outings and activities are available to all residents as are physiotherapy, 
educational courses, chiropody, and an all-day servery and coffee bar. 

Matron Joyce Farrah and her team are determined in their aim to make every stay at 
Queens Court an experience to remember with pleasure. 

Queens Court costs no more than many less well-equipped nursing and residential care e 
homes and residents supported by D.S.S./Income support are welcome. % 


@® Winston House 
Residential 
Care/Nursing Home, 
Southport 


0704 532188 


@ Spencer House 
General Nursing/ 
Rehabilitation for 
Younger Physically 
Disabled, Southport 


0704 532188 


Enquires welcome on 0492 516732 


as @_0 Your care is OUr CONCEIN Head Office: 150 Lord Street, Southport, tel: 0704 545050 
Le LL a ey 
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Government moves grant goalposts 


This month, DN's benefits expert Margaret Weeks takes a close look at the Independent Living Fund 


and the Carer Premium. Do they look good on paper but mean little to your pocket? 


The problem 


How mean and deceitful can 
this Government get? It has 
been boasting about its 
generosity in providing extra 
millions for the Independent 
Living Fund (ILF) but it isn't 
so keen to publicise the fact 
that it has “moved the 
goalposts” so that fewer people 
will qualify for grants in the 
future. 

The new rules mean that 
because I get the lower rate 
Attendance Allowance, and my 
funding is for respite care, I 
am not allowed any more 
money to match the increase in 
care costs due to social services 
pay rises. 

This means I have to take a 
cut in hours or else find the 
extra {7 a week from my own 
pocket - no problem in the 
Government’s eyes, as that 
pocket is brimming over with 
their very generous benefits! 

The new Carer Premium, 
heralded by a leaflet inserted 
in last October's Disability 
Now, is also a con. 

My husband stopped work 
so that I could have the 
flexible care which is beyond 
the resources of social services, 
who are denied the cash to 


provide the service they know 
we deserve. 

In return he is 
“handsomely” rewarded with 
Income Support and Invalid 
Care Allowance, so we were 
looking forward to this extra 
£10 per week; with this 
Government we should have 
known better. Because his 
Income Support already 
includes a Disability Premium 
for me, he is not entitled to 
the Carer Premium. 

The public think the 
Government is really helping 
carers but many will be ao 
better off. 

Mrs K A Clune 


Bicester, Oxon 


Margaret's answer 


The Government has “moved 
the goalposts” for disabled 
people to claim the higher rate 
of Attendance Allowance and 
therefore be eligible for the 
Independent Living Fund. 

The criteria for the higher 
rate Attendance Allowance is 
that a carer should be 
disturbed about three times 
nightly for periods of around 
20 minutes. 

This is hard to prove for 
some very severely disabled 


people who have strong 
bladders. They may only 
occasionally require assistance 
if sick, in need of medication 
etc, but there is a great need 
for the assurance of someone 
to be near in case of difficulty. 
The guidelines for doctors who 
assess people’s need for the 
benefit state that a person does 
not require supervision if 
precautions have been taken to 
avoid the need for watching 
over, for example turning off 
the gas or securing doors and 
windows. 

People who got funding 
through the Independent 
Living Fund under the old 
rules of lower rate Attendance 
Allowance have had their 
monies frozen so cannot meet 
rising care costs. 

Mrs Clune was awarded 16 
hours from the fund, which is 
over and above the 35 hours 
her husband is expected to 
give. This in itself proves she 
requires a high level of care. 
But because the “goalposts” 
have been moved she cannot 
get an increase. 

An assurance is needed from 
the Government that people 
already receiving an award 
from the fund, under the old 
rules, will continue to receive 


this and not have the amounts 
frozen. 

From October 1990 a Carer 
Premium was introduced and 
included in the assessment for 
Income Support, Housing 
Benefit and Community 
Charge Benefit. 

A Carer Premium is 
included for each person who 
gets Invalid Care Allowance. 
To qualify for Invalid Care 
Allowance (ICA) you must be 
caring for someone receiving 
Attendance Allowance for 35 
hours a week. Married women 
are no longer excluded. Many 
people have not claimed ICA 
because they have found their 
family income is no greater 
because it is taken into account 
for means tested benefits. 

If you are getting Income 
Support, Housing Benefit and 
Community Charge Benefit, or 
your excess income after the 
means test for these is less 
than £10.80, then see if you 
meet the criteria for an ICA 
claim. Do not claim if the 
person you are caring for lives 
alone and gets Income Support 
with the Severe Disability 
Premium included. 

If you get any other benefit 
(such as Invalidity Benefit, 
Severe Disablement Allowance 


NISSAN 


etc), then make a formal claim 
if you meet the qualifying 
conditions. You should 
endorse the form “for Carer 
Premium purposes only.” This 
is because you can only receive 
one state benefit (known as 
“overlapping”) and cancels out 
payment of ICA. But the 
advantage is that the Carer 
Premium forms part of the 
applicable amount used to 
work out your entitlement to 
Income Support, Housing 
Benefit and Community 
Charge Benefit. 

Carers who have reached 
retirement pensionable age, 
and in the past have been 
getting ICA (and provided 
there has been no break in the 
care), should make a formal 
claim. Endorse this form in 
the same way and state when 
the last payment of ICA was 
received. 

As soon as your ICA award 
has been made, inform your 
local DSS or Housing Benefits 
Office. 


Margaret Weeks can only 
tackle wider benefits 


issues. For routine benefits 
advice, contact your local 
Citizens' Advice Bureau. 


Customised 
mobility 
for the less 
mobile 


* VERSA 


———————————————————————————— 
oS eee 


Introducing the VERSA, A vehicle designed 
specifically with the less mobile in mind. 
With built-in versatility, the VERSA offers 

a variety of features designed to cater for 
very special needs. 

By using different combinations of seating 
arrangements, up to four able-bodied 
passengers may be easily accommodated 
together with two wheelchair-bound 
passengers. Alternatively, up to five able- 
bodied passengers may be seated with a 
single wheelchair-bound passenger. 


UNIQUE TO 


* PETROL* 


£8995 


* DIESEL 


£9495 


PRICES INCLUDE DELIVERY, NUMBER PLATES AND 
ASSUMES EXEMPTION FROM ROAD FUND LICENCE 


All conversions subject to Appendix B of Relief Form 
VAT and Car Tax as amended in the 1983 Acts. 


CONTACT HOWARD SAMUELS 
OR JOHN LEACH 


ALL ASPECTS OF MOTABILITY 
CATERED FOR WITH PLEASURE 


EXTRAS PACK 
2 x SUNROOFS 
STEREO /RADIO CASSETTE 
WITH 4 SPEAKERS 
3 YEAR WARRANTY 
3 YEAR FULL R.A.C. COVER 


£795 
ELECTRIC WINCH 
£300 
ELECTRIC TAIL LIFT 


£1200 


CAR CENTRE &To. 
TEL: 051-420-2000 


Disability Now July 1991 


OUT AND ABOUT 9 


The Good Life 
Garden by 


the Muscular 
Dystrophy Group 


This garden, the MD Group’s 
first showing at Chelsea, 
highlighted the great value of 
gardening for disabled adults 
and children. 

Its delightful design had 
features to accommodate 
people with various levels of 
mobility and ability. 

These were arrived at after 
consultation with keen 
gardeners from the MD 
Group, and advice from the 
Horticultural Therapy centre. 
The garden itself was 
constructed by the Merrist 
Wood Agricultural College. 

The flower beds were at 
three different heights, narrow 
enough to reach over to from a 
wheelchair and edged in 
smooth timber for comfort. 

Everywhere had easy access: 
for example, the shed hidden 
behind the pergola had large 
double doors. Plants were 
colourful, with vegetables and 
herbs included. The pool and 
its running water was a good 
focal point, as was the striking 
wooden sculpture by Martin 
Cundell “Mother and Child”, 
inspired by the MD logo. 

MD Group members 
(including wheelchair users) 
were on hand throughout the 
show. 

This garden aroused a lot of 
interest and furthered 
understanding of the Group’s 
work and its members’ desire 
for “a good life”. 


Playing by Touch 
by Action for 


Blind People 


For the last four years Chelsea 
has had a Garden for the 
Blind by the London 
Association for the Blind, now 
renamed Action for Blind 
People. 

This year’s splendid entry 
“Playing by Touch” was 
designed to include the 
visually impaired child who 
can learn so much through 
playing in a safe environment. 
Many of its features could be 
incorporated into any garden. 

Designer Alan Sargent had 
allowed for all the senses, 
including the indomitable 
sense of adventure in every 
child. This was aroused right 
away with the Dinosaur's Nest, 
large, smooth white boulders 
grouped together to give a 
good “scramble” and be 
exciting to touch. It was a 
great favourite with a group of 
blind children who were trying 
out everything. Safety as well 
as enjoyment were built into 
the features. 

To aid orientation, three 
sets of electronically triggered 
chimes gave direction as you 
crossed their light beam. 

A scrunchy white chippings 
area and a smooth path guided 
feet and cane to the “captive” 


Chelsea ’91 
blossoms with 
Ideas and fun 


Gioya Steinke reports from the 78th show 


swing. This was specially 
restricted from underneath so 
that you could not swing too 
high and no hard effort was 
required to sway to and fro. It 
was a delight to use (yes, even 
for adults young at heart!) 

The centrepiece was 
attractive and adventurous: a 
shallow pool protected by a 
low wall, with white posts and 
white ropes. 

It also had the sound of a 
bubble fountain to place it in 
the mind’s eye. 

At the back of it was the 
loggery, chunky safe logs set 
together at varying heights, 
good to sit on and another 
good “scramble”. 

After this, wind chimes lead 
you to a comfortable seat in 
the corner. 

The herbal hanging baskets 
and a collection of unusual 
lavenders blended in with the 
aroma of scented geraniums 


Gioya in the loggery. 


and the textured shrubs. 
Sprays of them brushed your 
leg and foot to warn of the 
edges of the path. 

Ian Miller, 9, blind from 
birth, created the tactile flower 
which was used on the cover 
of the hand-out. 

He was in the garden and 
deeply absorbed in touching 
the plants. This kind of play 
by touch enhances a child’s 
ability and confidence in many 
other fields. 

Playing by Touch was a 
remarkable garden and worthy 
of permanent display 
somewhere to show what can 
be achieved with care and 
imagination. 


The Pearl Garden 


by Help the Aged 


Help the Aged celebrated its 
30th birthday with this garden, 
a pleasing and peaceful place 


suitable for visually impaired 
people, wheelchair users or 
anyone with a walking 
difficulty. 

Described as a “communal” 
garden, it had a maritime 
theme to convey tranquility. It 
succeeded. 

A broad flat path 
surrounded the smooth lawn, 
leaving nothing to trip on. Six 
sets of curved seats recessed 
into a low wall provided the 
visitor with a rest within a 
lovely setting of white and 
pink flowers and silver-grey 
Adara stone. It was good to sit 
in the curve of the wall and 
smell and touch the low- 
growing roses just behind on a 
level with the seats. 

It all looked so simple yet it 
contained a variety of 
“feature”: the mermaid wall 
fountain, the-ammonites in the 
paving, the swags of roses 
hanging overhead on chains 
giving shade, and an arbour 
for shelter from the wind or 
rain. 

Help the Aged's very 
pleasant garden which would 
work well in any communal 
area. 


The Disabled Gardeners 


Advice Centre 


A team of helpful, patient 
experts from the College of 
Occupational Therapists, 
Horticultural Therapy, the 
National Back Pain Association 
and the Royal National 
Association for the Blind, 
made up this very useful - and 
very busy - stand. 

Most of the advice given 
was of just as much value to 


Boulder buddies: David Bellamy and Ian Miller 


the able-bodied gardener (if 
there is such a person; my 
back aches from just looking at 
the garden). 

Of the many aids on display, 
I found the hand-held planter 
that removed a section of earth 
neatly, leaving a hole to pop a 
plant in, particularly useful. 

The various “kneelers” that 
also act as seats to make 
gardening easier for persons 
with leg or back problems, 
were on show, as were 
extensions and adaptations for 
nearly all gardening tools. 

I met Dorothy Nicholls, 
blind from birth, who gave me 
some helpful advice (her guide 
dog’s advice seemed to be to 
lie in the sun and enjoy it). 

Speaking of guide dogs, 
there were reports in the 
media about a woman who was 
told not to take her guide dog 
to the show because of the 
crowds. 

I checked this out with the 
Royal Horticultural Society 
(RHS) and the Royal National 
Insititute for the Blind. 


Walkabouts 


by Vietco 


Extra mobility for around £100! 


Walkabouts keep you mobile and active. They have wheels, 
directional control, brakes and baskets. 
The Sit-Down Walkabout has a handy seat. They fold flat for 
transport and delivery is included in the price. 


POST OUR COUPON TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 


1 
! ADDRESS 


TELEPHONE 


L 


Send to: METCO WALKABOUTS, FREEPOST BEESTON, 
: NOTTINGHAM NG9 1BR No stamp required. 
ie Tel: (0602) 255488. 


NICK OAKES 


For the record, the Chelsea 
Flower show has always 
provided safe, comfortable 
kennels with experienced 
supervision, and staff from 
Wisley Gardens will act as 
guides to any blind, visually 
impaired or disabled visitor. 

Some people did have a 
problem with the site numbers 
though. Although they were 
clear on the perimeter stands - 
including the Disabled 
Gardeners’ Advice Centre - 
the ones on the other stands 
were too low down to see. 

The RHS agreed and has 
promised to fix the signs well 
above the stands for the 1992 
show. 


College of OTs, tel: 071-357 
6480. Horticultural Therapy, 
tel: (0373) 64782. National 
Back Pain Association, tel: O&1- 
977 5474. RNIB, tel: 071-358 
1266. Barralets of Ealing stock 
many of the tools shown. 
Catalogue available, tel: 081 
997 0576. Royal Horticultural 
Society, tel: 071-834 4333. 


Extra mobility for 
around £100! 
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IN 


Letters to the Editor 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


Shoddy services 

There will be many letters 
about your article “Shoddy 
services slammed” (DN April) 
concerning the Disablement 
Services Authority. Here is my 
twopennorth. 

1 Regarding the National 
Consumer Council’s call for a 
proper complaints system: I 
addressed the letter asking for 
my complaint to be registered 
to the DSA chairman at the 
London office. My letter was 
simply passed on to the 
manager of the branch that I 
was complaining about. 

2 After struggling for a year 
and a half for a lightweight 
manual wheelchair, I proposed 
to take the matter to court. I 
was then told, almost 
offhandedly, that there is no 
legislation governing provision 
of wheelchairs, therefore no 
laws had been infringed. 

To me this means that an 
individual DSA branch 
manager decides what you get. 

Does this Victorian situation 
really apply today, or have I 
been misinformed? 

James Straughan 
Hartlepool 
Cleveland 


According to the Department of 
Health, the National Health 
Service Act 1977 only imposes a 
“general” duty on the 
Government to provide 
equipment. If you think your 
equipment is unsuitable, you can 
challenge their decision. Ask your 
GP for the name of an OT or 
phystotherapist who might help 


Share 
the 

caring 
with 
BNA 


care, the harder it may be to cope. 


Name 


Looking after someone who's ill or infirm can be a worry. The more you 


you put a case together. 

The DSA is now the 
disablement wheelchair service 
within the NHS. Complaints 
should be made to your local 
health authority. If you don't 
receive a satisfactory reply afier 
one month contact the NHS 
Ombudsman, Church House, 
Great Smith Street, London 
SW1. For a free booklet 
explaining how to complain tel: 


071 276 2035 - Editor 


Stansted airport 

We noted with interest your 
article on the new terminal at 
Stansted airport (DN, May). 

Our access committee visited 
the airport some time ago to 
inspect the toilets in the old 
terminal. At that time we were 
told that everything was in 
hand to make the new terminal 
more accessible. 

We visited again on 29 April 
and agree with all of Anne 
Davies’ comments on the 
various problems, but in 
addition we were horrified to 
find that our wheelchair user 
member, June Ratty, was 
unable to turn her wheelchair 
into the unisex toilet. 

We are naturally bitterly 
disappointed since we had 
thought that after our 
discussions there was an 
opportunity at last for a 
perfect accessible building. 
Mavis Garner 
Community service and 
development manager 
Harlow Council for 
Voluntary Service 
Essex 


Why not share the caring with BNA? It can make all the difference 
between staying in a well-loved home or having to leave it. 
A BNA nurse or carer can call in when needed or live in. We'll find the 
right person, with the right experience, to fit in with your requirements. 
Call your local BNA branch today or send the coupon to: 
British Nursing Association, FREEPOST, Hatfield, Herts. 
‘ALY SBR. Tel. 0707 263544. No stamp required. 


I'd like to know more about BNA home care services. 


Address 


Postcode 


Tel: 


ANestor-BNA Company 


A 
=BNA]}| 
BRITISH NURSING 


Licensed by local Authority or Dept of Employment where appropriate 


CARING CONCERN 
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Orange badge scheme 
GLAD wishes to point out 
that there has never been any 
proof of wide misuse by people 
who are not entitled to the 
orange badge (see "Orange 
badge frustration", DN May). 
Furthermore, Tim Shapley 
says he sees abuse of the 
scheme daily and GLAD 
would like to ask how he can. 
Disability is not always visible. 

On the contrary, GLAD 
fears that many people with 
hidden disabilities - with 
respiratory and circulatory 
problems - will be denied a 
badge under the proposed 
discretionary criteria which 
says that a person “must have 
a permanent disability which is 
so severe as to cause inability 
to walk or extreme difficulty in 
walking.” This could have 
severe implications for people 
who cannot walk far and need 
an orange badge to park near 
the shops. 

GLAD welcomes the new 
proposed design, which will 
include a photograph of the 
holder on the reverse side of 
the badge. It will help the 
police establish entitlement. 
Alan Desborough 
Transport policy officer 
Greater London Association of 
Disabled People 


The orange badge is available 
to people with disabilities 
whether or not they own a car. 
And there are many thousands 
of people who are unable to 
hold a driving licence because 
of disabilities, but who are 
entitled to an orange badge. 

Access to an orange badge 
can be useful when people get 
lifts from friends or family to 
go to work, school and college, 
for medical treatment, or for 
social activities. The 


application form is available 
from local social work 
department offices (social 
services departments in 
England and Wales). 

We have issued hundreds of 
information leaflets in recent 
years on this topic. 

Although it is useful to draw 
attention to misuse of the 
system, it would be a great 
shame if people with 
disabilities felt discouraged 
from obtaining this very useful 
facility because of adverse 
publicity. 

Norman Mackenzie 
Project leader 

INFOBUS Mobile Advice 
Service, Paisley 


I am a registered disabled 
person who does not agree 
with the comment that “the 
orange badge scheme is not 
working as it should.” 

As active friends often take 
me in their cars using the 
badge, while I wait in the car 
for them to buy my necessities, 
I wrote to the Department of 
Transport for an official ruling. 
The Department states: “the 
badge is issued to the person, 
not the vehicle, so it can be 
transferred to another vehicle.” 

This may explain to your 
correspondent why an active 
person jumped out of a car 
bearing an orange badge, 
leaving a passenger inside. 

Those of us with badges (as 
a concession, never a right) 
should be eternally grateful for 
them. It would be so very 
regrettable if any of us allowed 
ourselves to become a spy on 
everyone else. It does disabled 
people no lasting good to 
appear dissatisfied and critical. 
M E Vere Robbins 
Much Wenlock 
Shropshire 


The 
RIFTON MOBILE PRONE STANDER 


(INFANT to TEENAGE) 


For ALL 


who 


NEED 
TO 


STAND & 


The RIFTON MOBILE PRONE STANDER 


%* comfortable — makes standing a joy 


% suitable — for weight/non-weight bearing 


%* mobile — stimulates activity 


Full colour brochure: 
RIFTON 
ROBERTSBRIDGE 
E. SUSSEX TN32 5DR 
Tel: (0580) 880626 


£iRifton 


LEA lawbreakers 

In September 1990 DN 
published an article entitled 
“Uncovering the LEA 
lawbreakers." It reviewed the 
ethics and principles of the 
1981 Education Act and cited 
cases where the law was being 
openly flouted by some 
education authorities, leaving 
many parents and professionals 
impotent and aggrieved. 

In the House of Commons, 
in April, Jack Ashley MP 
tabled an Early Day Motion. It 
reads: “This house notes that 
by refusing to assess children 
with special educational needs 
and issue statements describing 
their specific requirements a 
growing number of local 
education authorities are 
dodging their legal obligations 
to make appropriate provision, 
deplores this disregard to legal 
obligations and calls upon the 
Government to ensure that all 
local education authorities 
fulfil their legal duties under 
the 1981 Education Act.” 

As the parents of a 
profoundly handicapped child, 
we have spent almost four 
years witnessing incorrect 
procedures, denial of legal 
rights and a final implied 
refusal to implement section 
three of our daughter’s 
statement. 

We therefore welcome Jack 
Ashley’s EDM as this is a 
unique opportunity for parents 
to directly affect the law that 
governs their child’s right to 
an efficient education. 

We urge parents to contact 
their MPs at their surgery or 
at the House of Commons 
(London SW1A OAA) asking 
them to support Early Day 
Motion 718. 

Dr & Mrs Grundy 
Roundhay, Leeds. 


(isl iced Sau a lo 
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Routine bigotry 
“Pve tried justifying saying 
spastic on stage and I can’t so 
Pll say it anyway.” No, not 
Bernard Manning but Jerry 
Sadowitz, the “alternative” 
comedian from Glasgow, in a 
London pub performance 
witnessed by one of the DN 
team. As the act unfolded, 
playground jokes about 
“epileptics” and “spastics” 
were rolled out again and 
again. Not much of an 
alternative Mr Sadowitz. 


Meow wow 
Readers of the Stafford and 
Stone Chronicle have been 
reading about the plight of six 
month old Timmy, “born 
brain damaged, and unable to 
eat.” Now, after “pioneering 
conductive education 
treatment” he has been given a 
new lease of life. Andre 
Heathcote, his “conductor”, 
said: “He still walks like he is 
wearing a wet nappy but it is 
worth all the hard work to see 
the improvement.” 

Timmy is a kitten. 
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If you need help 
simply flag down the RAC 


continue your journey, we can arrange overnight 


Response is a different kind of service from the RAC 
designed to meet the very special needs of motorists with a 
disability. 

The attention-getting flag is only one of the extras you 
get. There are many others including a pad which you can 
use to report the details of your breakdown if you cannot 
contact us yourself. There is also a free copy of ‘On the 
Move’, the RAC guide for disabled travellers. 

Our first priority is always to get you going again. 
When your car cannot be repaired or you have special 
needs, you will be put in touch with a Personal Incident 
Manager, who will provide a solution tailored to your 
individual circumstances. Your Personal Incident Manager 
will also pass on messages to worried relatives or friends. 

So, while your car is being recovered to the destination 
of your choice you will be able to agree with your Personal 
Incident Manager the most suitable means of onward 
transport to meet your specific requirements. 

Alternatively, if it is not convenient for you to 


accommodation in a hotel with suitable facilities. 

Because Response automatically includes RAC Rescue, 
Recovery and ‘At Home’, you can be sure that whatever 
your motoring problem the RAC will provide a solution to 
meet your individual needs. 

Membership of Response is available to anyone 
holding a local authority issued parking badge. Parents or 
Guardians may apply on behalf of anyone under 18 years of 
age. To join, or for more information, call the free linkline 
number below. 

Or write to RAC Response, RAC Motoring Services Ltd, 
PO Box 700, Spectrum, Bond Street, Bristol BS99 1RB. 


x 


(ky) 


RAC | sais pie mente 
RESPENSE 


TO JOIN, OR FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MEMBERSHIP OF RESPONSE CALL FREE 0800 400 432 
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12 SPORT 


Hitting the mark: Sandy Gregory took the men's title, 


Karen Newton the women's. 


DON WAITE 


Stoke Mandeville shiners 


The National Wheelchair 
Games were held at Stoke 
Mandeville in June. 

Five hundred athletes took 
part in 20 sports, including 
swimming, athletics, snooker 
and bowls, over seven days. 

The first gold medal of the 
games went to Neil Robinson 
who beat Martin Evans in the 
final of the men’s table tennis 
competition. 

Val Beck won the women’s 


title, beating Caz Walton in 
three sets. 

The women’s archery event 
was won by the 1990 cham- 
pion, Karen Newton, with a 
total of 2,093. 

Scotland’s Sandy Gregory 
won the men’s title, beating off 
the challenge of last year’s win- 
ner Pat Bell. 

John Harris won the first 
athletics medal in the Pen- 
tathlon. 


Judo squad just miss top spot 


The British Blind judo squad 
narrowly failed to win an inter- 
national tournament in 
Barcelona, Spain, last month. 

Gold medals were awarded 
to Ian Rose, from High 
Wycombe (28kg section), and 
Andy Aspey from London 
(71kg section), but it wasn't 
enough to stop Italy from tak- 
ing first prize. 

Other good performances 


included a silver medal for 
Nick Murch in the 63kg group 
and a bronze medal for David 
Hodgkins in the over 78kg cat- 
egory. 

Team coach Simon Shorrick 
said:“Our preparation for the 
European championship and 
Paralympics are going well. We 
have some very good fighters 
who often win sighted tourna- 
ments.” 


Ivan Newman finished 
nearly ten minutes ahead of 
Paul Williams in the 10,000m. 

Andrew Pendle fenced his 
way to four gold medals. 

John Gronow, the favourite, 
suffered a shock exit from the 
bowls competition which was 
won by Ken Bridgman for the 
7th successive time. 

England cricketer Derek 
Pringle officially brought the 
Games to a close. 


1994 here 


Disabled athletes are to have 
their own “events” at the 1994 
Commonwealth Games for the 
first time. 

The Commonwealth Games 
Federation took the decision 
last month to let the athletes in 
when the games are held in 
Victoria, British Columbia. 

More than 100 disabled ath- 
letes will take part in swim- 
ming, wheelchair racing events 


USA gets ready for 
Special Olympics 


The World Special Olympics 
for people with mental disabili- 
ties will open in Minneapolis, 
America, on 20 July. 

More than 6,000 athletes 
from 60 countries are taking 
part in over 20 sports. 

Britain has sent 120 athletes, 
the games' third largest squad. 

Gary Jelen, 26, of Hamp- 
stead, is one of Britain’s bright- 
est hopes for a gold medal. 

Gary is the world powerlift- 
ing champion for people with 
mental disabilities and has 
recently broken his own world 
record with a “deadlift” (where 
the lifter lies on his back) of 
420\bs. 

Powerlifting is a safer form 
of weightlifting in which 
weights are lifted from raised 
bars rather than from the 
ground. 

“Its not the first time Ive 
been to America,” said Gary. 
“But it will be a big thrill 
because I love competing for 
my country.” 


we come 


and lawn bowls competitions 
for visually impaired people. 

But, as these are classed as 
“demonstration events” official 
medals will not be awarded. 

Barry Schofield, secretary of 
the British Paralympics Associ- 
ation, said:““This is the break- 
through we have been waiting 
for, but it is disappointing that 
official gold medals will not be 
presented.” 


TH 
1208 EXMOU 
Height adjustabl 


BED RAISER DE-LUXE 
e with locking castors. 


L212 LEWES LIN 


KED CH 
@ Stable an AIR RAISER 


d easy to adjust. 


L203 CONE BED/CHAIR RAISERS 


@ Light Weight and stackable. 


HOMECRAFT SUPPLIES LIMITED 
Low Moor Estate, Kirkby-in-Ashfield, 
Notts. NG17 7JZ 

Tel: (0623) 754047 (4 lines) Telex: 85201 
Fax: (0623) 755585 


If climbing the stairs has become 
difficult you don’t have to move house. 
A simple to install Stannah stairlift will allow 
you to glide upstairs or down in complete 
safety at the touch of a button. 
It can be fitted in a few hours to 
straight or curved staircases and 


folds neatly to leave the stairway 


1987 


clear when not in use. Our local home 


adviser can arrange a free demonstration and 


will gladly advise you about finance options. 
Phone now or send the coupon. 


AVAILABLE 


(subject to status) 


Stairlifts 


Sree colour brochure O 
NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


POSTCODE: 


TELEPHONE: 


Carry on enjoying life 
with a Stannab 


Please arrange a 
Free Demonstration L] 
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Now Please post (no stamp needed), to Stannah Stairlifts Limited, 
Dept 5593, FREEPOST, Andover, Hants, SP10 3BR. 
Or phone for a Free brochure. TEL: (0264) 332244 Ext 724 (24 hrs). 


One of the most exciting 
events of the games will be the 
pentathlon, a gruelling event 
made up of five events - 100m, 
400m, high jump, long jump 
and shot putt. 

Colin James, 28, of Edmon- 
ton, is Britain’s best hope in 
this event, having already won 
two gold medals in the 1989 
National Special Olympics. 

Barking swimmer Lee Craw- 
ford will be going for gold in 
three events - the backstroke, 
butterfly and relay races. 

Lee, 23, scooped all three 
titles in the National Special 
Olympics in 1989 and is hoping 
to be just as successful in 
America. 

Lee’s coach Brian Muller 
said:“Lee’s a very talented lad 
with the speed and experience 
to beat the best in the world.” 

The Games are being tele- 
vised throughout America. The 
British Olympic Association is 
hoping highlights will be 
shown on British television. 


Challengers 
airlifted to 
hospital 


Two visually impaired com- 
petitors were airlifted to hospi- 
tal after suffering injuries while 
competing in the Challengers 
Trophy event. 


Ulysses: cramp attack 


Dafton Robinson, 33, twisted 
his ankle, but returned to fin- 
ish. Richard Ulysses, 26, was 
forced to pull out after suffer- 
ing severe cramp. They were 
part of a four-man Action for 
Blind People team that ran and 
cycled across 52 miles of hilly 
Welsh countryside in five days. 

The two Londoners were the 
first disabled people to enter 
the cross country event, held 
annually between teams repre- 
senting many of Britain’s top 
companies, such as Mercury 
Communications and Virgin. 
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_ NAIDEX 13 


MOBILITY 


Some excellent 
ideas - but not 
many visitors 


Alison Barker and 
Anna Kistruck report 


This was a _ very pleasant 
Naidex with fewer visitors 
and a light and spacious exhi- 
bition hall. Plenty of room to 
manoeuvre too and ample 
time to discuss products. 

But why was the number of 
visitors down? Was it the 
location, timing (half-term), 
facilities or lack of publicity? 
Several companies were dis- 
gruntled and we hope they 
won't be discouraged from 
attending the next Naidex. 


Manual wheelchairs 
Carters has leapt to the fore 
in the high performance field 
with their new Action range 
from the USA. There are 
seven seat widths, five seat 
depths, various backrest 
heights, a multi-purpose rear 
axle and 23 colour variations. 
Accessories include a_back- 
pack and the “hill holder”, 
which prevents backward 
rolling on steep gradients. 
Weighing 13kg, the Action 
has a conventional folding 
frame and the option of stan- 
dard or tapered swing-away 
footrests. 

Moving up the range, the 
Style is semi-rigid, giving the 
stability of a rigid frame with 
the convenience of folding. 

Top of the range is the 
Pro, l0kg, a rigid frame chair 
designed for sport. 

Judging by the crowded 


NE Oe R AF 


DN's experts report from the G-Mex centre 


Going up in the world: Joanna Clyne on the Mangar Freestyle, and the Lifestand. 


FRANK HIRD 


success. Prices slightly under- 
cut the competition, but do not 
represent a much needed drop 
in the cost of high performance 
chairs. £1,145 to £1,395, tel: 
(0656) 647327. 

At 13 and one-half kg, just 


range, the Sportsman from 
Day's Medical Aids is a basic 
(two sizes) but well-balanced 
chair, with slightly wider hand- 
rims for users with poor grip 


and an optional adjustable- 
angle backrest. At £595 it was 
considered good value by 
wheelchair users we talked to. 


Tel: (0656) 657495. 


Wessex Medical Equip- 
ment has brought the French 
Lifestand to Britain. Using a 
gas lift mechanism, you push 
down on two lever arms either 
side of the chair to come up 
into a standing position. The 
Lifestand is a_ surprisingly 
mobile 34kg, easy to operate 
and very stable. Available in 
three sizes, including Junior. 

It may be cumbersome to 
transport although it is fairly 
simple to fold. At £2,235, per- 
haps the Department of Health 
should copy its French coun- 
terpart and pay half the cost! 
Tel: (0794) 830303. 


Powered wheelchairs 
The most innovative idea here 
is the Poirier Micro, a two-in- 
one manual/motorised 
wheelchair which tackles the 
eternal problem of getting a 
powered chair into a car. With 
the power unit it weighs 47kg; 
17kg for the manual version. 
Kerb climbers which can 
manage a 3in kerb allow some 
use outdoors, and it is compact 
enough for indoors. The con- 
trols can be programmed. 
Being neat and _ well 
designed, it is easy to handle 
and dismantle. The power unit 


releases easily and the batteries 


lift out quickly. For an extra 
£178, you can have 
quick-release manual wheels. 
Smooth to drive, and with 
optional waterproof seating, 
attendant controls and carrying 
cases, it's a versatile chair. 
£2,390 , tel: (0276) 28562/ 3. 
Sunrise Medical launched a 
4-wheel version of their popu- 
lar BEC Sterling Scooter. The 
Sterling Four has extra stability 


Continued on page |4 


stand, the range looks set for 


SOME ACTION 
AT LAS 


into the high performance 


@ 
Growing straight 


Staying straight 


e Let our Spa Collection of 
Controller Chairs introduce 
you to the gentle art of 
seating. 


e So versatile they cater for 
anyone, any age and almost 
any disability. 


e Individually made _ to 
ensure correct posture 
control and maximum 
comfort. 


Backs and seats adjust 
transforming chatrs into side- 


e A range of soft practical lying boards, and wedges. 


fabrics (machine washable 
wheelchairs have 


tended to be dull, unimaginative affairs. and fire retardent). 
Action Technology have changed all that. —_——<$<$<$—$<$— aor 
Here is an entire range of astonishingly mobile chairs made for the | Please send me information on the Spa Collection H 
needs and aspirations of the 1990s. at ae 
There are the Pro and Pro-t, 21-pound rigid super-light chairs that are 
engineered for smooth and agile performance. They are perfect for any Address 
sport, any level of ability. 
The Low-Back is a truly aerodynamic version with its low-slung back 
and lightweight spoke wheels (there are no push handles on this one). 
Style gives you the feel of a rigid chair and the convenience and 
freedom of one that folds. 
Action is the chair for today’s traditionalist — foldable, 
@ highly manoeuvrable and stylish. Action Jr. has the 2 ; 
same smart styling of the Action chair - i Telephone: 0234 269220 Shanning 
in a youthful size. Facsimile: 0234 269223 Ty Baa) oe ees 


: = Take action now: call us on 0380 DES Ss ie SER A ae A Re 
720678. Or write for information to: 
aA : Action Technology, Unit 7, Prince Maurice @ @ 
SPEAKS LOUDER THAN WORDS Court, Hambleton Ave, Devizes, Wiltshire. 
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For too long, 


e Appealing conventional 
style. 


e For comfort care and : 
service Shanning Mobility 
Systems is where mobility 
matters. 


Postcode 


Shanning Mobility Systems Limited, 
32-34 College Street, Kempston, 
Bedfordshire MK42 8LU. 
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Continued from page 13 
for covering rough ground 
and kerbs. Compact and 
attractive, it has all the 
Sterling advantages of swivel 
seat, lift-up armrests and easy- 
to-use controls. It gives a 
silent ride and performed well 
on the test track. Tall people 
may find the lack of legroom a 
disadvantage. £1,995 and good 
value. Tel: (0384) 480480. 
The Triumph is the latest 
addition to the “lark” range of 
scooters from Ortho 
Kinetics. Pluses include an 
adjustable 360 degree swivel 
seat with the option of a 
power seat lift, flip-up 
armrests and sensible anti- 
tippers by the front wheel. It 
will tackle a 4in kerb and 
stops well on a slope. There is 
also room to stretch your legs. 
Expensive for a scooter, but 


Action man, Action chair from Carters. 


FRANK HIRD 


well worth a test drive. 
£1,895, tel: (0902) 866166. 
Also new was a power 
conversion kit for manual 
wheelchairs from Powtech. 
At £699, an obvious money- 
saver. Although technically 
easy to fit, you have be quite 
agile. Available for hire too. 
Freephone (0800) 262 503. 
For about £20, Heat 
Associates will fit a heat 
element to the push handles, 
armrests, seat or footrest of 
any manual or powered 
wheelchair. Tel: 061 872 3683 
for the nearest distributor. 
Owners of Booster 
Trophy scooters may be 
relieved to know there’s now a 
full weather-proof cover. 
Although the luggage pocket 
is rather small and fastening 
the velcro near the base may 
be a problem, it does have a 


‘Keep Mobile’ 


Car Insurance for 
People with Disabilities 


Guaranteed 
to save you 
money 


rat a Oi 


INSURANCE 


Provides the 
widest cover 


available 
in the UK 


Gala fron 
FREEPOST 


PR22BR 
Tel. (0772) 724442 


with disabilities 


Please send more information on “Keep Mobile” Car Insurance 
Please send me your leaflet explaining about insurance for people 


| DNT/91 


‘ascends 


M.J. Fish & Co. _ 


PRESTON 


solid windscreen and is very 
attractive - not a bit like a 
shower curtain! Tel: (0484) 
643444. 


Hoists and lifts 

The first lift to meet the new 
British Standard for home lifts 
(BS5900) came to Naidex. 

The Domestic Lift from 
Access Solutions has many 
safety features over and above 
the BS requirement and 
comes in two sizes, for 
wheelchair users or seated or 
standing passengers. Its most 
striking feature is good looks. 
Neat and compact, with good 
visibility from inside, the lift 
leaving just two 
support guides in view. Like 
other lifts, it has a telephone, 
essential for people living 
alone. £6,250, tel: (0264) 
334434. 

From Project & Design, 
two new lifts. The Sovereign 
is “a, tloory lift withs <a 
completely enclosed car, 
taking either a standing 
passenger or wheelchair user. 
The Carrier Lift is a 
platform lift for straight or 


The Avant walking frame 
has an adjustable seat. 


Lots of ideas for 


the bathroom 


by Barbara Cullen 


For me, the highlight of the 
exhibition was the Aqua 
Nova bath from Fyne 
Designs. This totally new 
concept gives safe and easy 
access to a normal-size bath 
which would grace any 
bathroom. 

The Aqua Nova has an 
integral platform which is 
level with the top of the bath. 
The bather transfers on to 
this, the bath water already 
having been run in. At the 
touch of a button, the sides of 
the bath move up around the 
bather, bringing the bath 
water with them. The carer 
can assist without bending. 

Bathing over, a touch of 
the button takes the bath and 
water down, leaving the 
platform free for either drying 
the disabled person’ or 
transferring them. £3000, 
including fitting, tel: (0477) 
500351. 

The Appollo Showerezee 
from HMD is a swivel-seat 
chair which fits standard 5ft 
6in baths. When a brake under 
the front of the seat is 
released, the seated person 


curved stairs with the motor 
inside the lift carriage. The 
platform folds up and down 
automatically and there is a 
hand-held switch console. A 
fold-down seat is available. No 
prices yet. Tel: (0642) 750707. 

Four new mobile electric 
hoists were on_ show. 
Bodymove Mini (£566) and 
Maxi Electric (£575) by 
Nesbit Evans Healthcare 
and the electric Moby Minor 
(£629) and Imp (£479.55) 
from Llewellyn Community 
Care. They have the same 
features as the manual models, 
plus convenient power. Tel: 
021 550 1511. 

The Wessex Travelmaster 
track hoist now lifts up to 25 
stone. Quiet, with improved 
looks. £825 from Wessex 
Medical (see above). 


Walking aids 

It was good to see more 
walking aids with comfortable, 
ergonomically-shaped 
handgrips, but sad that they 
are usually only an option. 

The Shopper from Day’s 
Medical Aids looks attractive. 
It is a folding four-wheeled 
frame with basket, seat and 
tray, pneumatic or solid tyres. 
There's a simple mechanism 
for operating the brakes. £175, 
tel: (0656) 657495. 

Another new mobile frame, 
the Avant from Gerald 


. Simonds, has a useful, unique 


feature: a seat which adjusts in 
height. The brakes are easy to 
operate. About £200, tel: 
(0296) 436557. 


Alison Barker and Anna 
Kistruck are information officers, 
the Disabled Living Foundation. 


glides to the shower end of 
the bath, conveniently near the 
taps. The seat removes easily. 
L550 motel (O794 )SZI45S: 

Westholme's new Loo-Top 
is a compact bidet and warm- 
air dryer which can be fitted 
easily to an existing lavatory. 
It can also be incorporated 
with the Anti-Decubitus 
Soft-Top lavatory seat which 
gives pressure relief. About 
£1200, tel: (0422) 377623. 

Sanichair from 
Nottingham Rehab is a 
versatile chair which can be 
used in the shower, over the 
lavatory or as a commode. 
The upholstery, padded for 
comfort, can be removed, and 
the reclining backrest and 
adjustable, moulded footrests 
give a choice of positions. 
£425 to £450, depending on 
size, tel: (0602) 452345. 


Eating without help 

Robotics has now reached the 
point where someone with no 
hand control can manage their 
own meal using microswitches 
appropriate to their need. 

The incredible Handy 1 
Robotic Aid to Eating, 
invented at Keele University, 
was among an updated range 
of equipment on the Newton 
Products stand. The robot 
goes to the food selected by 
the user, delivers it to the 


Graham Colley tries out the Aqt 


Water-proof cover for Booster T 


right position on a special 
spoon which reduces tongue- 
thrust and encourages lip 
closure. Expensive at £3,000, 
but so is a carer, and this aid 
gives you independence. fe/: 
021 783 6081. 

Having recently been 
assessing chairs for an office 
and workshop, I was pleased 
to see how the new Vela 
range from Altonaids has a 
variety of functions and 
working heights. Some have 
motors so you can move 
around too. With the Vela 
A-Arthrodesis, designed for a 
person who has a stiff 
(arthrodesed) hip, the front 
half of the seat adjusts to give 


Mountaineer John Hawkridge ad 


Ol nee 
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bath: "a totally new concept". 
y; p 


comfort and support to either 
hip, while giving lumbar- 
sacral support and a firm 
seat. At the touch of a lever 
the seat changes height. £452, 
tel: 091 4773733. 

Reaching window catches is 
a problem for anybody, with 
or without limited reach. The 
Brunel Institute for Bio- 
Engineering has come up 
with a light-weight Window 
Wand, which captures the 
catch in a slot at the end of 
the wand. You then pull it to 
close and lock the window. 


£10.50, tel: (0895) 71206. 


Barbara Cullen 1s _ the 
advisory occupational therapist 


for the Northern region of The 
Spastics Society. 


the fun of a busy DN stand. 


CHILDREN 


Nothing for the 
bath but plenty 
to sit on 

Cathy Love reports 


Manchester Naidex was 


smaller and less congested 
than London’s Alexandra 
Palace, which made it more 
relaxed for me, and more 
enjoyable. 

Yet again I searched the 
aisles for new children’s bath 
chairs and bath lifts, but 
found none. Instead, 
supportive buggies, 
wheelchairs and positioning 
equipment were in the lime 
light. 

For the first time Naidex 
had a research pavillion 
showing pioneering projects 
from six bio-engineering 
research organisations. 

The work being done by 
Chailey Heritage was 
particularly interesting. On 
display was the Caps II 
seating system, successor to 
the versatile Adaptor chair. 
The Chailey lying board 
(funded by Action Research) 
is still at the prototype stage 
but a commercial model 
should be ready in a year’s 
time. Futher information, 
though no prices yet, from 
Chailey Heritage Rehabilitation 


Engineering Unit, tel: (082) 
VEU pie x 

It was good to see small, 
specialised companies 
displaying their seating 
systems. 


The Roebug from Clinical 
Engineering Consultants is 
attractive in red and grey, 
adjusts as the child grows and 
is flexible enough to respond 


to changing needs. Mounted 
on a stand on the floor for 
play or onto a Maclaren buggy 
chassis, it should solve many 
seating difficulties for young 
children. A full range of extras 
is available. It is hoped to 
introduce an adolescent 
version soon, called the Ce- 
Trax. The Roebuggy complete is 
£450, the Ce-Trax will be 


about £600. tel: (0483) 
560724. 

Scottish newcomer to 
conductive education 


furniture, Design Aid, made 
an impressive debut at Naidex. 
The desk fitting was 
particularly interesting: it 
hooks on to the ladder back, 
has forward-backward 
adjustment, tilts, and can 
come with optional vertical 
hand grips. Ladderback and 
seat £80, ladderback desk £55, 
tel: (0505) 37061. 


Moving on 
There were some exciting new 
ideas on the mobility front. 

Mangar Aids have 
combined their Booster lifting 
technology with the Badger 
motorised chair from Newton 
Products to produce the 
Mangar Freestyle, an 
impressive indoor, elevating, 
powered wheelchair. It can 
incorporate any seat, so, for 
the first time, a child with 
more marked postural and 
movement difficulties can have 
full and appropriate support 
plus mobility. £2970, tel: 
(0544) 267674. 

New to the British market 
are the Horacek buggies, 
Sven and Jan, from Booster 
Electric Vehicles. Both are 
lightweight, easy to fold and 
have a comprehensive range of 
adustable seating supports and 
extras. They look very 


PROBABLY THE BEST VALUE 
FOR MONEY AVAILABLE 


For detailed information or 
a no obligation test drive 
contact us at either address 
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Ruth Madeley from Westhoughton tries out the Sally Dally. 


attractive, but the prices are 
not.£600-800, tel: (0484) 
643444. 

Rainbow Rehab has added 
a Swedish children’s powered 
wheelchair to its range. Lox is 
designed for indoor and light 
outdoor use and has a smart, 
colourful appearance which 
had children lined up eagerly 
for a test drive. 

The chair is suitable for 
children aged from two to 
seven. It has a range of seating 
and support options, is 
adjustable, and for more 
money you can have a raising 
and lowering mechanism too. 
The five sections dismantle 
easily. Cost, wait for it, from 
£7,000,. tel: (0202) 392651. 


Gerald Simonds has at 
last unveiled the Sally Dally 
children’s wheelchair. It helps 
with mobility and _ the 
coordination of posture and 
rising. Designed for children 
of two to six, the Sally Dally 
offers good adjustability and 
an alternative forward 
kneeling position from which 
children can propel the chair 
themselves. £979, tel: (0296) 
436557. 


Cathy Love is an occupational 
therapist at The Spastics 
Society. 


Microtech developments at 
Naidex are being held over 
until next month. 


MOTORBILITY FOR ALL 


Quality conversions for: 


Wheelchair driver 
Wheelchair passenger 
Special Needs & Minibuses 


UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


JORDANS, PARTRIDGE LANE 
RUSPER, SUSSEX, RH12 4RW 


Tel: 0293 871019 Fax: 0293 871007 


UNIT G, ROYD MILL 
DYEHOUSE LANE, BRIGHOUSE 
WEST YORKS, HD6 1LL 
Tel: 0484 400795 Fax: 0484 400796 
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BO INA 


Accessible 
vehicles in less 
than accessible 
G-Mex centre 
David Griffiths reports 


Disabled visitors to Northern 
Naidex were pretty exhausted 
before they reached the stands, 
for such was the planning of 
parking and access to G-Mex 
that most of them had to nego- 
tiate up to 250 yards of anti- 
crutch and wheelchair cobbles. 

Those who did not use the 
officially designated surface car 
park were faced with a danger- 
ous ramp which brought terror 
to at least one visitor when the 
braking system on his power 
scooter could not cope. 

Once inside, assuming you 
could find G-MEX (apparently 
one sign faced the wrong way!), 
it was all spacious and plain 
sailing - until you needed the 
toilet or the organisers’ office. 
The office was upstairs (sorry, 
no lift) and the centrally placed 
unisex cubicles are just too 
small, provide no space for lat- 
eral transfer, no bins or recep- 
tacles and nothing with which 
to dry your hands. 

The atmosphere was one of 
quiet activity, but you only 
needed to spend ten minutes at 
the far end of the exhibition 
among the motor vehicle 
exhibitors (why were they 
tucked away like that?) to feel 
the impact of the recession. A 
single person moved slowly 
past the Vauxhall Astra and 
two minutes later there was 
someone on the Ford stand, the 
same fellow, just browsing. 


Our new small 


Spacious new Chairman pleases Alex Roome from Meols. 


Uncle Sam’s mini-van 

For drivers, the Vantage Voy- 
ager, based on the Ply- 
mouth/Chrysler/Dodge 
“mini-van” and imported by 
Universal Mobility, was per- 
haps the most exciting machine 
on show. 

The Voyager is not new to 
the UK - Gowrings have 
offered a Chairman version 
with a rear-entry facility incor- 
porating lowering suspension 
for some time, but the Vantage 
approach is different with con- 
siderable structural changes. 

Access is by a side ramp 
which, like the sliding door, is 
power-operated. There is a 
lowered floor giving ample 
headroom for the largest 
wheelchair user (though a small 
one like me couldn’t see out!), 


Vantage Voyager: 


and the interior space is decep- 
tively large with plenty of turn- 
ing space. 

The model on show was a 
short wheelbase version, but it 
offered family-sized accommo- 
dation with no need to compro- 
mise on _ behalf of the 


has a big feature... 


..it gives you independence. 


Now you can enjoy real independence 


quietness the Clio gives the motorist a 


wheelchair user. A_ stretched 
version is also available. 

Automatic transmission and 
power steering are standard, 
and interior trim specification 
is high. 

While the Vantage Voyager 
is not cheap, it looks classy 
and, like most vehicles from 
Uncle Sam, it should last. 

Robin Callow of Universal 
Mobility hopes it will be taken 
up by passengers too, and it is 
certainly versatile. From the 
driver angle, the adaptation 
potential is almost endless. 
£24,500 from Universal 
Mobility, tel: (0293) 871019. 


Adaptations 

It was nice to see two local- 

adaptation companies. 
Mobility Services now has 

a wheelchair user as director 

and offers a wide range of 

driver adaptations. 


"the most exciting machine on show." 


On display was a _ neat, 
mobile driver assessment unit 
capable of testing strength, 
steering torque and responses. 
Fitted with twin flip-up accel- 
erator pedals, hand controls 
and a rising, swivelling seat, it 
is mounted on castors and can 
fit through a doorway. 

Mobility Services, Manchester, 
tel: 061-745 9737. 


Mobility Conversions of, 
Salford is a new company also 
offering a wide range of driver 
adaptations. Its demonstrator 
Fiat Uno was nicely adapted, 
including in-house hand con- 
trols and an interesting “organ” 
pedal for operating the acceler- 
ator with your left foot. 
Mobility Conversions, 
ester, tel: 061-745 9737. 


Manch- 


New Ford Escort van 

For disabled passengers, 
Gowrings had a_ prototype 
based on the new Ford Escort. 
van. It offers slightly increased 
width and is considerably more 
attractive than its predecessors, 
with a roofline blending nicely. 
into the screen. 

As with nearly all the Chair- 
men, a “sit-down” suspension 
allows easier access, and overall 
finish is of a high cualien 

Alas, there is no automatic 
transmission option on _ the 
Escort van range so, for those 
who need it, the Asta will con- 
tinue to hold sway. 
£14,995. (ex VAT) from 
Gowrings Mobility, dial 100 and 
ask for freephone Chairman cars. 

Ford’s latest version of the 
Disabled Driver’s Escort 
offers even bigger doors for 
better access, power-steering 
and a much more user-friendly 
hatch sill. Gone is the 3-speed 
ATX box with its sometimes 
jerky gear change, to be 
replaced by the CTX system. 

The demonstrator model 
included the new transfer beam 
by Brotherwood Conversions 
which is easy to operate and 
takes up less room than its 
rivals. 

Ford has a new brochure. 
Disabled Drivers Escort 1s 
£,8460.25 (including VAT and 
car tax.) Delivery extra. Free- 


phone Ford (0800) 252983. 


N WHEN YOU WANT 
—————— TO GET OUT 


WE'VE GOT 
A WAY IN! 


in the ‘Car of the Year 1991’, the new 
Renault Clio. 

Our years of experience refining and 
adapting cars for the disabled driver 
have made the Renault Clio our best yet. 

The Clio gives you big car comfort in a small 
car that’s pleasant to drive. Power steering is 
available as an option on the RL 1.9 litre diesel 
and both the RT 1.4 and 1.8 litre petrol versions, 
and a four speed automatic gear box is optional 
on the RT 1.4 litre. 

The five door Clio can also be fitted with 
a Kempf rear sliding door conversion and 
electric hoist to make stowing a wheelchair be- 
hind your seat a simple, push button operation. 
Coupled with its handling, spaciousness and 


real sense of freedom. 
In fact, most models in the Renault range 
can be adapted to make the disabled 


RENAULT 
motorist’s life easier and more enjoyable 


Ge IO with modifications by specialists including 
Q j hand controls, swivel seats and flip-over accelerator. 


Renault is an approved manufacturer on the 
CAR OF THE YEAR 


For you and 
your wheelchair 


Car Chair Ltd offers wheelchair-seated passengers the 
choice between sitting in the fron’ or rear of a vehicle. 

And only Car Chair Ltd allows the disabled driver to choose 
between sitting in their own wheelchair or in our specially 
designed Carchair wheelchair system. 


Cra 


THE MOBILITY SPECIALISTS 


Motability Car Purchase Scheme so if you receive 
a mobility allowance you're eligible to choose 
from most of the Renault range and purchase 
at the special Motability rate. 
Ask your local Renault dealer 

for details of the Renault Disabled 
Motorists Programme, special finance 
terms and any required modifications, 
or return the coupon below. 


Please send me details of the Renault Disabled 
Motorists Programme and special financial terms 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 


Send to: Renault UK Ltd., Special Sales, 


Western Avenue, London W3 ORZ Car Chair Limited,Freepost (BR1032), Dept DN, 


Hailsham,East Sussex BN21 1BR. 
TEL.(0323) 440606 FAX.(0323) 440986 


Quality products recognised by major motor manufacturers 


HOME TEL: 


POSTCODE: 
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LIVING 17 


In 1983 at the age of 52, my 
husband had a serious heart 
‘attack, followed six years later 
by an operation for the 
‘removal of a balloon in the left 
wall of his heart (an 
‘aneurysymectomy). 

_ Naturally the heart attack 
‘came as a terrible shock to us, 
for it permanently wrecked the 
‘income and career of a hitherto 
‘fit man. It left him initially 
‘unable to walk more than 100 
yards, hopelessly bewildered 
_and vastly irritable - mainly 
because of the enforced 
idleness (he loved his work as 
a self employed master cabinet 
‘and chair maker in rural 
Dorset). 

In the first year our feelings 
were of thankfulness that he 
was alive and anxiety about the 
possibility of another attack. 
We felt alone and only very 
slowly adjusted to a new kind 
of life. 

Robert did not look ill and 
we did not want to bore our 
friends with constant talk of 
how he felt, though it was 
uppermost in our minds. 

I was not able to work full 
time because I could not leave 
him for long. We racked our 
brains for some sort of 
occupation for him. 

We had never before been 
together so continuously, nor 
so shattered, in spite of our 
marriage having been quite an 
emotional roller coaster at 
times. 

Robert was (and still is) a 
stubborn and independent- 
minded individualist who 
would never work for anyone 
else but himself. I am a rather 
dreamy person with a 
completely different 
temperament. After his illness 
we both had the deepest 
forebodings about the future. 

In fact life did not turn out 
quite the way we feared. It has 
been full of surprises - some 
pleasant, some unpleasant and 
some very funny. 

So where to begin the story? 
I don’t know, so [Il write just 
as the memories come. 

The first thing is that 
Robert gets annoyed if people 
describe him as “disabled”. He 
prefers, with so many others 
who are not totally disabled, 
the term “less-abled”. 

It was our golden retriever, 
Tessa, who did so much to 
help us get things in our lives 
a bit more organised. Tessa 
insisted on taking Robert for a 
daily walk and by 
disobediently chasing rabbits 
could always extend the 
distance and thereby make her 
“master” exercise more and 
more so that the remaining 
muscles of his heart got 
stronger every day. 

Tessa would have no truck 
with my husband’s initial 

_ insistence that the walk should 
be on the level and only on 
warm, windless days; or that it 
should be the same old boring 
route. She knew secret 
highways and byways in the 
hedges and bracken where 
great sport was to be had, and 
in places humans have simply 


Robert and Julie exercising their latest dog, Ned - or is he exercising them? 


PAUL NIXON 


When disaster strikes 


Relationships (6): Disability can come suddenly, destroying hopes and 
planting fear and anger. Julie tells what it has been like for her and 
Robert and how they have coped. (Their names have been changed.) 


no idea how interesting the 
smells are. 

Thus, within less that 12 
weeks of coming home from 
hospital Tessa, Robert and I 
were walking a mile a day, 
some days gently cycling up to 
three miles with the dog on a 
lead, much to her disgust. 

There was to be no 
returning to work for Robert, 
for he needed such frequent 
rest. We had to move into the 


"! understood, but 
could often not endure, 
his exploding fury" 


town and find a house close to 
the school to save our 
daughter’s train fares. 

The less said about that 
expensive and distressing 
experience and how long it 
took us all to accustom 
ourselves to living in a noisy 
road after being in the deep 
countryside, the better. They 
were the bad and gloomy days, 
only relieved for us by a lady 
doctor in the new surgery 
when she quietly said one day: 
“Pll see if I can get you a stair 
lift installed”, which, no 
sooner said than it was done. 

Robert has always been 
independent minded, but I 
shall never forget his contempt 
at my pleas, and then my 
insistence, that we apply 
immediately to the social 
services for income support. 
As he was still so frail I could 
not leave him and go out and 
work, for I dreaded that at any 
moment he might have another 
heart attack and he needed me 
in those early days more than 
he realised, or was prepared to 
admit. 

A year later we were to 
learn about a thing called the 
“poverty trap.” 

But although he angrily 


accused me of never 
understanding, I grieved at our 
misfortune and for his sense of 
indignity when having to 
disclose our poverty to the 
DSS. I understood, but could 
often not endure, his exploding 
fury when he attempted to do 
what he loathed most of all in 
life, form filling. 

I shall never forget that day 
when he flung the papers away 
and toppled on to the bed 
trying to spit out his fury and 
contempt and at the same time 
fight back tears of utter 
frustration. 

I loved his independent 
integrity but hated his 
stubborn, stupid and false 
pride. It was I who had to pay 
the bills and clothe and feed 
the family, and like so many 
other husbands he did not 
realise how expensive things 
are even without disability. 

“Do you think I like it 
anymore than you do?” I 
screamed at him, and then, 
trembling, felt suddenly 
terrible for shouting at a man 
with a bad heart. 

Such episodes, which leave 
you weakened and damaged, 
are the outcome mainly of the 
frustration and tension which 
come from having an income 
just about sufficient to exist on 
- with folded hands - but not 
enough if one wants to live. 

But we survive and, on the 
positive side, the desperate 
search for an occupation, or 
distractions, has in fact led us 
up some interesting paths. 

One summer Robert bought 
an ancient Ford Marina 
camper van, with rising roof, 
gas rings and hammock bed. 

My memories of camping 
were of cold, wet and 
discomfort, and I was not 
enthusiastic. Cold and wet we 
did experience on our first two 
nights away. But after an 


unsuccessful attempt to sell the 
van and a few false starts, we 
took off and wondered how we 
had managed before. 

For Robert, now that he 
could lie down at any time and 
have an afternoon rest, the 
horizon spread. We could 
make tea and were free of the 
worried search for bed and 
breakfast and the expense 
which had curtailed or made 
impossible previous excursions. 

Bert, as we named the van, 
seemed to have a personality of 
his own. He was in no hurry, 
and we sat low in his 


comfortable bucket seats. 
“Don’t worry. Pll get you 
there,” he seemed to say. And 
although I was most distrustful 
of him and the 95,000 miles on 
his clock, he always did. 

Another attempted hobby 
was fishing. One year our 
golden retriever had eight 
delightful puppies. With the 
proceeds from their sale, 
Robert bought fishing rods and 
equipment and took up sea- 
fishing. This helped him for 
two summers. He enjoyed long 
days in the sea, and 
occasionally the excitement of 
a catch - usually a small eel. 

But in the end he gave it 
up. To have a sharp hook 
piercing your mouth and be 
yanked into the air must have 
been agonising for the fish. 

The word processor, bought 
on hire purchase after much 
debate and agonising, has 
proved just about the best buy 
we ever made. 

The repayments forced us 
into other economies — jumble 
sale clothes, potatoes and 
baked beans for dinner. But, 


-propped up in bed with 


pillows, Robert has been able 
to deal with all the 
correspondence, write a 
children’s book and initiate a 
society in the town for the 
support of people who have 
had heart attacks. 

It is tempting to say the 
heart attack was not a disaster 
in our lives, that it has brought 
us closer and that we have had 
experiences we might not 
otherwise have had. It would 
be comforting to think that. 

The reality is that we had 
many other plans before the 
heart attack which were never 
to be realised. We have 
suffered greatly. But we have 
survived, and are happy. 


throughout the country. 


into/the smallest car boot. 


WHEELCHAIRS THAT GIVE MORE 
MILES PER GALLON OF ENERGY 


The ROMY and AYLESBURY wheelchairs are two new models 
recently introduced into the NEWTON range, and both these are 
already proving popular with hospitals and nursing homes 


The manual chairs are completely transportable and can be fitted 


Ask for a demonstration of our wheelchairs. You’d go a long way 
before you found anything to match them. 


For further information, write or phone 


NEWTON PRODUCTS 


Meadway Works, Garretts Green Lane, Birmingham B33 0SQ 
Telephone: 021-783 6081 Fax: 021-783 5723 


A manufacturing division of The Spastics Society 


NEWTON Manual all 
purpose wheelchairs are 
among the lightest available 
on the market today. The 
new COMPANION weighs 
only 22 and a half pounds. 
The standard lightweight has 
a well proven reputation, and 
the new BADGER powered 
wheelchair, together with the 
ELAN MKI11 powered 
wheelchair, are also among 
the most popular in the 
country. Government orders 
have been won for the 
BADGER wheelchair. 
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EXHIBITION 
ete ee 


Summer 
Show 


This is the third year that 
many of the artists at the 
Royal Academy's Summer 
Show have given permission 
for their sculptures to be 
touched by blind and partially 
sighted visitors. I “viewed” on 
the Press day and touched all 
90 pieces on the list (it’s a 
wonder my fingers can still 
move to type this!) 

I didn’t manage to “peer” at 
the paintings, but I will during 
the special access day for 
disabled people on 8 July. 
There will be a wide choice of 
subject matter, from flowers, 
fiascos, abstracts and arty 
crafties , to nudes, portraits 
and landscapes for good 
measure. 

For a really good touch it's 
hard to beat wood. This was 
well represented in the show 
by artists who must truly love 
the medium. 

Ted Roocroft’s elongated E/ 
Greco Sow is gorgeous in her 
piggy way. She invites stroking 
and smells strongly (albeit only 
of the wood she is carved 
from). 

Willi Soukop’s Plant Life 
series contrasts with and 
complements his well loved 
Heads (all sculpted from wood, 
using the grain to full 
advantage). 

The titles throw you a bit, 
such as Desert Quartet 111 
(presumably one of a four?) by 


BOOKS 


Nothing Ventured 
Edited by Alison Walsh 
Harrap Columbus/ Rough 
Guides 
£7.99 


There’s something for 
everyone in the 540 pages of 
this unique guide book. For us 
there’s the chance to share the 
real experiences of real 
disabled travellers in their 
entertaining and varied 
descriptions of travel and 
holidays throughout the world. 

If you’re a prospective or 
even a hardened disabled 
traveller and suffer from the 
usual surfeit of advice from 
those “abler and better 
qualified” than you, then 
there’s no need to look any 
further. Reading Nothing 
Ventured is like tuning in to a 
very familiar wavelength. 
There is also lots of sound, 
practical advice based, again, 
on extra information from the 
contributor added to basic 
facts. 

The book is also for those 
who make our travel possible, 


Elizabeth Frink. This was an 
enormous head, awesome in its 
black gaze. Not necessarily 
one of my favourites but 
compelling to “get to grips 
with” with the flat of the 
hand. 

Another powerful figure, 
Daedalus on Wheels, was easily 
recognisable as a Paolozzi 
piece: strong, robotic, exciting 
and adventurous to touch with 
no need for delicate handling. 

Not so with the exquisite, 
tiny sculptures. Perfect in 
scale and detail, they were a 
joy to examine with the 
lightest of finger-tips to truly 


or rather, just possible. It’s a 
chance for the travel trade to 
get it right for once and realise 
that we can go on holiday like 
anyone else; our money’s as 
good as theirs. Would any 


EDITED BY ALISON WALSHE 


other tourist put up with 
flying any airline anywhere in 
the world and not receiving 
even the basic service of a 
comfortable seat or a dignified 
pee? 

One reason for Nothing 
Ventured being so readable is 
because, as the accounts slowly 
unfold, so does the realisation 
that we are some of the last 


Gioya and Paololozzi's Daedalus on Wheels. 


SIMON LAWSON 


appreciate them. 

It’s no use writing about all 
I found fascinating, 
particularly as this is a 
personal choice, but there is a 
large print list available at the 
reception desk. All the 
sculptures that can be touched 
are clearly labelled in raised 
numbers and in Braille. 

Gioya Steinke 


Exhibition on till 18 August. 8 
July access day 1s free to disabled 
visitors. Royal Academy, 
Burlington House, Piccadilly, 
London W1. Contact Alexandra 
Scott, 071-439 7438. 


pioneers left in the world. 
Whether those in the book set - 
out to prove something, to 
show how brave they are, to 
take up a challenge, or just go 
on holiday with family or 
friends, it’s a step into the 
unknown. It makes no 
difference if birdwatching in 
Nottingham or crossing the 
Sahara in a clapped-out car. 

I’m usually weary of those 
in the “movement” who talk 
about “disability culture”, but 
maybe this could be a good 
starting point. 

Stephen Hunt 


Look out for 


Taction, craft exhibition for 
visually impaired people. 
Llantrisant, Wales. Till 28 July 
then on tour. Tel: (0443) 
237758. 


Signed performance of The 
Beggar's Opera. 31 July. 
Holland Park Theatre, 
London. Jenny Garner, tel: 
071-602 7856. 


La fanciulla del West 
opera. Extra wheelchair spaces 
for 25 July show. Royal Opera 
House, London. Tel: 071-240 
1200 for booking form. 


FILM 


Stevie 
Wonderful 


David Nicholson reports 
from the Cannes 
International Film Festival 


The high point of this year’s 
festival, for music-lovers and 
those with an interest in 
disability, was the press 
conference for Jungle Fever, at 
which the legendary singer- 
songwriter Stevie Wonder 
spoke. 

Blind from birth, he makes 
few personal appearances, and 
can take years to compile his 
albums. But Jungle Fever has 
11 Wonder songs on its sound- 
track, and was put together in 
just five months, in 
collaboration with black film 
director Spike Lee. It raises 
the issue of relations between 
black men and white women, 
and how their respective 
families and friends react. 

Stevie Wonder compared 
the prejudice he has faced as a 
black man to the treatment of 
blind people: “When someone 
can’t understand how racial 
prejudice feels, it’s as though 
someone would say to me 
‘Why can’t you go past that 
wall without running into it?’.” 

He was also asked how he is 
able to write music for film, 
when he is unable to see what 
is on the screen. “When I 
meet someone,” he replied, “I 
first hear them to determine 
their energy. So although my 
experience of life is blind, and 
I don’t know what will happen 
tomorrow, I can relate directly 
or indirectly with a film.” 

Spike Lee, whose films She’s 
Gotta Have It and Do the 
Right Thing were acclaimed 
when they showed in Cannes 
in 1986 and 1989, has a 
musical background himself: 
his father is a well-known: jazz 
musician. He therefore 
concentrates on making the 
sound-track to his films a 
valuable contribution to the 
art-form. For Stevie Wonder, 
this is an important attitude. 


He commented: “I like to feel 

that when people are talking to 
each other, there’s some Stevie 
in the background.” 

There is an unmistakable 
impression that Stevie 
Wonder’s aural world is 
incredibly rich. As many 
people who become blind 
during their lives have 
commented, your hearing is 
sharpened, and sounds take on 
a new brilliance. In practice, 
this gave the Cannes press 
conference a distinctly unusual 
atmosphere. The packed 
audience of journalists were 


Wonder: Masterblaster 


hushed as Wonder, plus 
director Spike Lee and veteran 
actor Anthony Quinn came 
onto the platform, since we 
felt that chattering would have 
been disrespectful. Then, 
when Wonder was introduced 
he received a two-minute 
ovation - an extremely rare 
occurrence in journalism. 
During the applause, Wonder 
rolled his head from side to 
side, letting the sounds find 
his ears from all directions. 

Jungle Fever looks at the 
way the cocaine-derivative 
crack is “wiping out a whole 
generation of black 
Americans,” as Spike Lee put 
it. Wonder had already begun 
fighting the onset of a drug- 
culture in the mid-1970s, with 
his song Living for the City in 
which a young black man gets 
a 10 year jail-sentence for 
possession. Wonder has been 
encouraged to run for public 
office, as Mayor of the city of 
Detroit, but he has decided 
not to stand. 

Wonder spoke of the 
realities of racial integration: 
“The big problem in America 
is the lack of trust and respect 
for each other. Racial 
problems have to be resolved. 
We are all God’s rainbow.” 


MOBILITY CAR RENTAL 


Specialists in self drive 
car hire for the disabled 


@ Adapted saloons, 4 
h =| 


hatchbacks and , 
estates - 


© Very Competitive 
rates 


© Unlimited mileage 


4 


© Full R.A.C. cover 


© National Delivery and Collection Service 


Telephone: 


081-207-4696 


We accept Access & Visa 
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& 


Disability Now July 1991 


a 


FILM 


no teddy 


Fairytales, as theoreticians in 
_psycho-analysis or 
contemporary linguistics have 
‘noted, are more than simple 
‘stories with happy endings. 

Not only are they read 
literally, but also 
metaphorically and 
symbolically. These deeper 
layers of interpretation allow 
access to truths (otherwise 
untouched) by more brutal, 
realist tales which can drive 
home a message with the 
subtlety of a sledgehammer. 

Edward Scissorhands is the 
latest film from Tim Burton, 
who previously mixed reality 
and fantasy in Beetlejuice and 
Batman. On one level it can be 
enjoyed as a dark fairytale. On 
another, it is a fascinating 
study of suburbia’s typical 
reaction to disability. 

Edward was created by an 
inventor (the wonderfully 
sonorous, sinister 
septuagenarian, Vincent Price) 
who lived in a mansion high 
over the town. However, the 
inventor’s untimely death left 


Just like that: Edward (Johnny Depp) dazzles pupils in che local school witht his talents 


Edward with sharp shears of 
metal for fingers. 

One day, Avon Lady Peg 
Boggs came calling. She found 
Edward hiding in the shadows 
and insisted he come and live 
with her family in suburbia. 
(Burton took 40-odd houses 
outside Tampa, Florida, and 
painted them pastel colours to 
create a timeless, classic 
suburban look.) 

Alone in his mansion, 
Edward was free from the 
prejudices of able-bodied folk. 
In the community, he is open 
to all sorts of abuse. Only 
Kim, Peg’s daughter, is able to 
see beyond his disability and 
love him - all good tales need 


a touch of romance. 

In Burton’s film, the 
community first treat Edward 
as a “freak-show”, arranging a 
barbecue to get a look at him. 
Only the local religious fanatic 
speaks her mind, claiming he 
is from Hell. 

The neighbourhood then use 
and abuse him, putting his 
special skills to work for them, 
sculpting twee topiaries and 
providing free hairdos. 

Finally, when he won’t play 
ball and conform to a 
preconceived stereotype, the 
community shows its true 
colours and Edward is reviled 
and spurned as a dangerous 
monster. He goes from being 


treated with decorous 
politeness to being labelled 
“handicapped”, a “cripple” 
and a “retard.” 

Edward Scissorhands grew 
from a film-maker’s fascination 
with childhood fairytales. 

“The idea with this (film) was 
to take the themes and ideas of 
those (tales) and just 
contemporize it a bit more, 
and hopefully make the link 
between real life and fairytale”, 
says Burton. 

He manages to do this with 
considerable success. 

Andy Kimpton-Nye 


Edward Scissorhands opens on 26 
July. 


THEATRE 


Les Pierres 


Based in Paris since 1976, the 
International Visual Theatre’s 
(IVT) aim is to explore the 
theatrical expression of Sign 
language and Deaf Culture. 

Les Pierres is subtitled “A 
Recreation for Four Silent 
Actors and a Woman’s Voice” 
and is based on a Gertrude 
Stein short story, Miss Furr 
and Miss Skeene, about four 
people on holiday. After its 
success at the 1990 Avignon 
Festival, the Institute of 
Contemporary Arts decided to 
bring the company over here 
for a week in June. 

The production had a very 
cinematic quality. From the 
wonderful opening “long- 
shot” which dwelt at length on 
two characters dreaming and 
taking their mid-day ease away 
from the hot Mediterranean 
sun, I was conscious of a 
certain style which is only to 
be found in those glorious 
classics of European cinema 
where the text is always scant. 
Rather, the spoken word is 
subordinate to those lingering 
shots where nothing much 
seems to be happening, but in 
which the camera encourages 
our visual senses to be totally 
absorbed in the atmosphere, 
intrigue and passion. 

Nothing much seemed to 
happen in Les Pierres either. 


The only speaking character, a 
sultry young hotel receptionist, 
didn’t speak much at all. The 
four deaf actors used neither 
British nor French Sign 
language, but a highly stylised 
hybrid which can best be 
described as Sign developed 
into an artform rather than a 
language. For example, facial 
expression is a key factor in 


Les Pierres: a certain style 


the grammar of all Sign 
languages, but the IVT actors’ 
facial expressions had more to 
do with their characterisations 
than Sign language grammar. 
Deaf people who understand 
international Sign understood 
more of the Sign metaphors 
than I did, and I would be 
willing to concede that I was 
as handicapped as any hearing 
member of the audience in 


this, except that something else 
was going on in Les Prerres 
which IVT describe as “the 
music of signs, the other face 
of theatre.” 

Other theatre companies 
have explored the potential of 
combining sign with music in 
sign-song, sign-dance and so 
on. But IVT compels us to 
experience the inherent 
musicality of Sign itself. In 
long, silent stretches with no 
musical accompaniment or 
voice-overs, the deaf actors use 
Sign to produce what I can 
only describe as a visual 
orchestral symphony. It’s 
breathtaking stuff and I rather 
fear that we deaf will be 
subjected to a glut of poor 
imitations of IVT from now 


on. 
Maggie Woolley 


Dig this ... 


DN art critic and sculptor 
Adam Reynolds’ new 
work Dig was on show 
last month at the Adam 
Gallery, 62 Walcot 
Square, London SE11. 

The exhibition closed 
to the public on 22 June 
as DN was going to the 
printers so we will be 
featuring a review of it 
next month. 

But if you would like to 
view it you can make a 
private appointment with 
Adam Reynolds by 
phoning 071-582 1260 or 
(0494) 890437. 


VIDEO 


DN film critic Andy 
Kimpton-Nye is back with 
his rundown of the top five 
videos* available to rent at 
your (hopefully accessible) 
local video store. 


1. GOODFELLAS 
(Warner) A fascinating, yet 
violent, Mafia movie 
stripped of all glamour and 
any pretence at dignity. 


2. GHOST (CIC) Romance, 
thrills and the supernatural 
with Patrick Swayze in last 
year's surprise box-office 
success. 


3. MEMPHIS BELLE 
(Warner) Young American 
air-crew go for that elusive 
25th mission in World War 
Two drama with wings. 


4. THE GRIFTERS 
(Palace) A dark tale of con- 
artists in Los Angeles from 
British director Stephen 
(My Beautiful Launderette) 
Frears. 


5. COME SEE THE 
PARADISE (CBS/Fox) 
More World War Two 
drama as American guy falls 
for Japanese girl against the 
backdrop of Pearl Harbour. 


* Chart courtesy of The 
Video Palace. 
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TV 
PS Pte ian bark ence aaiaal 
The 
Equalizer 
episode “Silent 
Fury” (ITV, 5 
June) and a 
story from 
The New 
Lassie series 
(BBC1, 3 June) both 
originated in 1989. Yet you 
couldn’t get clearer examples 
of, respectively, the best and 
the worst disability drama. 

Lassie featured the character 
of an autistic boy, whose 
condition conveniently ebbed 
and flowed to accommodate 
the script. Ghoulishly 
sentimental and unreal, even as 
children's entertainment it was 
dangerous stuff. 

The Equalizer not only 
featured deaf characters and a 
plot permeated by the reality 
of deaf life (minicoms etc), but 
also gave good parts to deaf 
actors. The script had a 
moralistic theme about the 


“need for integration between 


deaf and hearing people which 
was a little dubious. Even so, 9 
out of 10 for imaginative 
dramatic use of disability . If 
only Britain could follow. 

“Touching the Rock” 
(Everyman, BBC1, 2 June) 
was an ominous explanation of 
John Hull’s philosophy about 
losing his sight. Even though 
it showed no adherence to the 
principles of the disability 
movement, and was therefore 
rather medical in its outlook, it 
had a mainly positive 
perspective. This was due to 
John’s articulate insights, and 
those of his wife and family. 

The SOS Number One 
Awards (BBC1, 27 May) has 
changed its name (formerly 
called the SOS Star Awards). 
Other minor, yet encouraging, 
changes included a studio 
audience largely comprised of 
disabled people, and no time 
devoted to an explanation of 
SOS’s work. 

The Special Award was 
given to a non-disabled 
volunteer who, among other 
activities, assists disabled 
people to go ten-pin bowling. 
Undoubtedly we need, and 
should appreciate, support 
from non-disabled allies, but is 
it really necessary to reward 
someone for assisting us in 
activities in which we should 
rightfully participate anyway? 

Beat That (C4, April-June) 
was a cross between Challenge 
Anneka and fim’ll Fix It. Due 
to presenter Mik Scarlet and 
some very likeable young 
people, it worked. Their 
personalities aside, the series 
often seemed a little pointless. 

Despite being laced with 
references to broadcaster Glyn 
Worsnip’s “suffering” and 
“depressions”, Up the Down 
Escalator (BBCI, 7 June) 
showed someone with a 
positive attitude to his 
acquired disability. He seems 


calm and very matter-of-fact. 
Chris Davies 
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Share Your Problems 


with Margaret Morgan 


Short replies 


to your long 


held concerns 


Many of the letters I receive 
just need a short reply - 
though I don’t always have the 
answer! 


“T have a very little known 
disability called Benign 
Essential Tumour and I am 
now 60. BET means that 
your hands suffer from a 
tremor, so it is almost 
impossible to write and I 
have to rely on the use of a 
friend’s typewriter to put 
anything down on paper. 

I also have to use a 
plastic mug with two holes 
in it - one for a straw and 
the other for ventilation. 

I take various tablets, but 
the only certain steadier is 
alcohol (!) and of course no 
one can prescribe that. If I 
stay off my tablets for a 
day I can play an excellent 
game of pool (to league 
standard) after three or 
four pints of beer. 

But what I really want is 
a job. 

I have been to many, 
many interviews but 
nobody has told me 
whether the problem is my 
age or my disability. Does 
this mean that I am 
doomed to being 
unemployed until I am 65?” 


I can understand your concern 
about working but, sadly, 
many people of your age 
without disabilities are also 
finding it impossible to get a 
job. Have you tried offering 
your services to a local 
voluntary organisation? They 
might welcome someone with 
typing skills. 


“T wonder if you can send 
me some information? At 
school we have to do sev- 
eral pieces of coursework 
for our science GCSE. The 
piece that I have been 
assigned is called “Back to 
the drawing-board for 
Emmet”. 

We have to write about 
Emmet’s operations when 
he went to the USA, 
because of his cerebral 
palsy. We have to cover 
methods of analysis, joint 
replacement and 
physiotherapy and look at 
how cerebral palsy is 
treated in the UK. 

I will also be including 
my own view about putting 
someone through the ordeal 
Emmet went through with 
just the hope of improving 
his condition. 


I expect you saw both the TV 


possum. 


TAM ABLE 


EQUIPMENT FOR THE DISABLED 


POSSUM 2000 


NVIRONMENTAL CONTROL 
REE from Dept of Health subject to meeting 


their criteria 


VIDEO AVAILABLE on free loan 


Increases independence and security, helps 
education and communication, inputs available 


to suit most disabilities 


Wide range of equipment can be attached 


igi 


BASIC SKILLS 
LEARNING SYSTEM 


POSSUM SEMINAR 
HELD REGULARLY 
-NATIONWIDE 
"Hands -on’ opportunity on all 
equipment 


"PLAYTIME, dry alternative to 
hydrotherapy, various sizes available 


FOR DETAILED INFORMATION ON EQUIPMENT OR SEMIN. 
CONTACT: POSSUM CONTROLS aneeesreas ROAD, pie “ 
SLOUGH, BERKSHIRE, SL3 6DF, TEL: 0753 79234 


programmes about Emmet and 
I think many people felt 
concerned about the very 
painful surgery and treatment 
he had. It was obvious that his 
parents felt they should try 
everything to help him walk 
and Emmet was very brave 
about the whole procedure. I 
am glad you picked up this 
important point. I wonder if 
other readers feel as you do. 


“TJ am an occupational ther- 
apist at a residential home 
for people with cerebral 
palsy. 

At the moment I am 
working with a couple who 
are hoping to marry and 
move out to live 
independently in the 
community. 

We would like to contact 
others who have done this 
to find out the kind of 
problems to be faced and, 
hopefully, learn from their 
experiences.” 


I shall be glad to ask couples 
in a similar position, but it 
would help to have more 
details about the disabilities of 
this couple and any specific 
problems they anticipate. 
Perhaps they would like to 
write to me and I could then 
devote a full column to this 
topic. Meanwhile, if any 
readers would like to share 
their experiences, do write. 


“Please would you pass the 
following complaint on to 
the Royal Mint concerning 
the latest currency (below). 

The only coins I can 
manage with comfort are 
the 10p, 50p and £1. I use 
these when phoning home, 
as I live in a Leonard 
Cheshire home. 

The rest of the coinage is 
too small and the latest 5p 
coin is a real nasty, for me 
and for most of my friends 


in the home. 


My health is very good 
really, but my fingers and 
arms are not working as 
well as they used to, due to 
arthritis.” 


Small coins are very difficult 
to handle, but many people 
find the larger ones heavy and 
clumsy. I understand that our 
copper coins will be phased 
out shortly, so there will be 
fewer sizes. 

When I was in Italy recently 
I found that though several 
coins are about the same size, 
the newer ones have the 
denomination in braille on one 
face. I will certainly pass on 
your comments. 


PROFILE 
ah sessarhe a 


Gohar Kordi 


As a blind girl growing up in 
Iran in the 1950s and 1960s, 
Gohar Kordi had to struggle 
with family, friends, teachers, 
and against the poverty and 
injustice of life under the 
Shah. 

She was born in a small 
village to a Kurdish mother 
and a Turkish father, in a 
society where girls were second 
class citizens. The family’s 
boys got the pick of the food. 
She went blind when she was 
three after an attack of 
smallpox and was sent out to 
beg when very young. Her 
baby sister died of 
malnutrition. 

Yet in spite of it all, she 
became the first blind woman 
to graduate from Teheran 
University. 

Now settled in England, 
married, with an eight year old 
son, she has written the first 
volume of her autobiography, 
An Iranian Odyssey (Serpent’s 
Tail, £6.99). She found it 
helped her come to terms with 
how she had been treated. 

“T released a lot of the 


“I am asking your advice 
about the problems that I 
and my small committee 
have encountered in putting 
our aims and projects to 
our local council and 
government bodies during 
the past five years. 

I enclose copies of papers 
about our Disabled 
Employment Aid 
Foundation, which is a 
local project in Essex. We 
have now come to a 
stalemate, not knowing 
which way to go next.” 


Unfortunately many large and 
small charities are having a 
very difficult time at present. 
Funds from both central and 
local government sources have 
dried up and so many different 


‘good causes are now appealing 


to the public to help keep their 
organisations afloat. Have you 
thought of combining with 
another organisation with 
similar aims and objectives? 
Many small groups are doing 
this quite successfully. 


Margaret Morgan wel- 
comes letters from read- 


ers on any problem that 
is worrying them. Write 
c/o DN, address page 3. 


experiences I have had. You 
put them outside yourself. 
The intensity of them inside 
you is incredible, but you 
write it down and turn it into 
creative energy.” 

Gohar Kordi has always had 
a voracious appetite for 
learning and this helped her to 
escape from the one room in 
which she spent most of the 
day. 

She wrote to the prime 
minister to ask to go to a blind 
school. The prime minister 
agreed, and paid her fees to a 
school which was run by 
missionaries. 

There she learned braille in 
two days and soon progressed 
to a stage where she and a 
friend had to transcribe books 
into braille because there were 
none at her level. 

But other school experiences 
were not so happy. A female 
teacher sexually abused her. 
Gohar Kordi needed affection, 
and, she says, this seemed a 
small price to pay. In the 
book she addresses this teacher 
at length, taking her to task. 

She found her achievement 
in getting in to the university 
was claimed by the school and 
credited to the church rather 
than to her own efforts. 

She studied psychology and 
found herself in an atmosphere 
of political mistrust and 
activity. Because friends of 
the missionaries invited her to 
tea, she was suspected by some 
students of being an 
intelligence agent. 

After graduating she worked 
for a year as a student adviser 
- “very tedious”. She saved 
up to come to Britain, where 
she got a postgraduate 
qualification in sociology from 
Kent University, and taught 
Persian. She has also been a 
counsellor for alcoholic people. 

Now she is writing the 
second volume of her 
autobiography. 

She does not think she 
would have been able to 
achieve so much under the 
Ayatollahs. 

“From what I gather, it has 
grown worse. There are a lot 
of disabled people due to the 
Iran-Iraq war. 

“There is no proper welfare 
system. Benefits are given out 
through the mosques. 

“Women have been taken 
right back and already 
professional women are not 
allowed to practice.” 

She has not been involved 
with disability issues in the 
UK. “Partly I did not feel 
understood, being a foreigner.” 

She also finds it difficult to 
understand the rivalry between 
different disability groups. 

Although she thinks facilities 
for disabled people are better 
in Britain, she finds that a 
lingering paternalism can 
impose false limitations. 

“In Iran I never had 
problems with attempting to 
do things like sewing and 
knitting. The assumption was 
that if you can do it, you 
manage.” 

Rebecca Reynolds 
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DN's crossword 


Answers page 27 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


ACROSS 
1. We each have ten unique 
ones (12) 
7. Conforming to rules (12) 
8. Destined to be unlucky (8) 
12. What hens do (3) 


DOWN 
. Old bones (6) 
. Almost (6) 
. Play by Samuel Beckett (7) 
. Luggage handler - or 
alcoholic drink (6) 


kh WN — 


Norma Major and her friend from the Wooden Spoon Society met in 


Downing Street to launch a £500,000 project to build a special 
needs pre-school for children in Solihull. Or was he mixing it and 
giving more than the bear facts? Answers by 11 July, address page 3. 


13. Dangerous snakelike fish 5. Snub, red or Roman (4) 
(5,3) 6. Whisky and — (4 

Be ed eine del QI | ...NEWS QUIZ... NEWS QUIZ... NEWS QUIZ... Answers page 27 
afternoon (3) 10. At store (anag.) 1. Who won the FA Cup? Tories accuse Labour of lying? from Rajiv Ghandi? 

17. Curved doorway (4) 11. Telephone dating agency 2. In which North African 5. What was special about Val 8. How old was actor Tony 

18. Drowsy earring? (7) (8) country did rebels defeat the Fry’s painting of the ship The — Curtis in June? 

19. — and craft (3) 14. Blow up (7) government? Queen Elizabeth? 9. Which dog was threatened 

20. Serene (4) 15. Of greatest size (7) 3. Which tennis star made a 6. Which literary critic and with extermination? 

21. I depose (anag.) 16. Sweet — run softly French Open comeback? author died? 10. Why will disability groups 


22. Dog lead (5) (Spenser) (6) 
23. Choose - or elite (6) 


Where are all the yellow ducks? 


Where are the yellow ducks services, not selling. This software, hardware, sit-in 
coming from? Who’s giving means as an ordinary punter baths, stand-up frames, lie- 
out the yellow ducks? The you can look, poke, pry, try down boards, commodes, natty 


4. Over what issue did the 7. Who refused to take over lobby Parliament on 8 July? 


June caption winners 
Joint winners: Barbara 
Holt of Manchester and 
Ruth Cooper of Swinton 
for: “This is a citizen's 
arrest.” 


woman from the social work 
magazine was complaining 
about the cold. And 
disappointed with the turn- 
out. But mostly she wanted a 
yellow duck. 

Probably a bath 
manufacturer, someone 
suggested. We told her about 
the wheelchair company giving 
out yellow baseball caps. But 
she only wanted ducks. 

Next time we saw her she 
was being amazed by braille 
snooker. “He just told me 
what colour that ball is by 
feeling it. It’s brilliant.” 

A lot of things are brilliant 
at Naidex. Not the name 
though, which would never fit 
on an XL T-shirt. This 
spring’s “major exhibition of 
equipment and services for 
disabled and elderly people, 
nursing and rest homes” was 
in Manchester. So were we. 
Partly to find, as quickly and 
painlessly as possible, what’s 
around in powered chairs for 
13 year-old Katie, who 
ungratefully outgrew the one 
she got when she was eight. 
And partly because we like 
seeing people make an 


out and ask questions. So five 
minutes into the place Katie 
was sitting in a ball pool (and 
why not?) And then practising 
a previously hidden skill of 
turning on a radio, TV, and a 
light, while simultaneously 
drawing the curtains. Assisted 
only by a £950 control panel. 
Then into a wheelchair or 
two, over ramps, mock-up 
stony ground and pretend 
kerbs. Questions asked and 
answers given. Admittedly 
from able-bodied salesmen in 
suits, who had a tendency to 
say “You'll find this model is 
very stable”, and a minute 
later leaping forward in alarm 
to stop it tipping sideways as 
Katie hit the ramp at a jaunty 
(and suicidal) angle. But at 
least we were away from the 
hard sell, and with plenty of 
chance to see the competition 
and arrange further, home- 
based demonstrations later. 
Reasons of public decency 
prevented a dip in the 
whirlpool bath - so we never 
tested a gentle simmer or a 
pulsating massage. “That’s 
where my feet are going at 
5.30 when we close” confided 


gadgets, daft gadgets, 
lightweight this, moulded that, 
aids, adaptations, accessories ... 

Northern Naidex was small 
enough to be comfortable, big 
enough to be worthwhile. It 
was friendly and (to us at 
least) accessible. Plenty of 
humour too. Cut your ironing 
time in half - could be tricky, 
never do any. Wheelchair 
user’s jeans, specially fitted to 
be 8cm higher at the back - 
can’t you sell some to a few 
roadmenders? Why is 
Everactive’s sign next to a 
hammock? 

And you have to have a 
healthy disregard for some of 
the more exaggerated claims. 
Independence can be found in 
anything and everything, 
starting at elastic shoelaces. 

And then there’s the prices. 
A cushion to relieve pressure 
sores at £325 for a standard 
wheelchair size sounds like an 
inflatable rubber rip-off. 

Not everyone’s profiteering 
though. The DN team hadn’t 
fixed a price for its T-shirts 
and so wasn’t selling. So we 
bought a DN mug. And we 
never did discover who was 


aE 


THE MANGAR BOOSTER 


(the only PORTABLE COMPACT multi-purpose lifter) 


For further details CONTACT: 


as Air 


exhibition of themselves. And the weary demonstrator. giving out yellow ducks. , angar aids Itd. 

their products. The organisers claim 180 Peter White Presteigne industrial Estate, Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF. 
Naidex is unashamedly companies attended (we didn’t MEE feted dg Ls Fax: 0644 200287 Sales Dept. 

commercial. But it’s not about count them) - offering toys, DN T-shirts are a snip at £4.95, La tkangar : Designs for maximum personal independence! 


hurry while stocks last! - Editor. 


promoting products and games, cars, ramps, hoists, 
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Rhythm and Role 
(Them Wifies (Rhythm and 
Role), 109 Pilgrim Street, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NEI 
60F, £8 to individuals, £10 for 
organisations, plus £1 p&p.) 


Rhythm and Role is a music 
and drama based way of 
working with people with 
learning difficulties which 
aims to support participants in 
developing independence, 
extending self-expression, 
expanding their sense of self- 
worth and building on creative 


skills in music. The project is 
designed to build confidence, 
self-esteem, and skills for 
independent living. 

The pack consists of a 
handbook and tape. 

The handbook covers the 
roles of participants, the music 
and examples. The tape 
provides an introduction to 
West African music and how 
the rhythms, volume and 
tones can be co-ordinated with 
the role plays. 

This system would be of 
particular use to therapists and 


carers working closely with 
individuals who wish to move 
into the community. The 
techniques could also, I think, 
be used with other groups, 
allowing individuals to develop 
new skills. 

Although I have not had th 
chance to work with Rhythm 
and Role, this is an 
imaginative and motivating 
approach which encourages 
progress whilst providing 
enjoyment and pleasure to 
everyone involved. 


Peter Clarke 


Making music: Gary Money and Helen Cleghorn working on 


the Rhythmn and Role Project 
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_ MASTER 
ais, 5 wheelchairs 
from £18470 ex-works 


For further information 
contact Frank Greensmith 
Telephone: 0705 756265 
Fax: 0705 822209 


or call into your nearest 
Renault Dealer 


EXTRA FREEDOM & FINESSE 
3-5 seats, | wheelchair from $9215 ex-works 


PAULINE MURRAY | 


We’re Here Too 
(Funded by ILEA, distributed 
by Individio Ltd, 80 Mildmay — 
Grove, London N1 4PF, £30 | 
(inc p&p) to schools, projects 
and individuals (£31 to 
Europe), £58 to organisations 
(£59 to Europe) | 


We’re Here Too is the first | 
disability awareness video with 
young people with disabilities | 
doing the interviewing, 
presenting and producing 
themselves. 

A group from Woolwich 
cover access, rights and 
choices, including access to 
leisure centres, drama, and life 
itself. 

The video features two 
young lads on work experience 
at the local leisure centre. 

A very interesting interview | 
with the centre’s architect | 
reveals how the needs of 
disabled people were met. 

This is the first centre I 
have seen with a lift on the 
poolside to enable people in 
wheelchairs to use the water 
slides. 

But, as the interview makes 
clear, this sort of thing is only 
achieved by disabled people 
convincing the architect of the 
necessity for the lift. 

An interview with Ricardo 
Pollino, the then housing 
development worker with the 
Greenwich Association of 
Disabled People, emphasises 
the need for people with 
disabilities to be more vocal in 
their search for equal rights 
with the able-bodied. 

Concentrating on the need 
to develop real choices for 
people with disabilities, the 
interview with Ricardo Pollino 
looks at integration in schools 
as a starting point to 
integration with the rest of 
society. 

Finally, the video draws on 
a Graeae theatre company 
workshop in which the issues 
of discrimination are explored 
through drama. ) 

If I have any criticism of the | 
video, it is that it tends to be a 
little self-indulgent at times. 

We're Here Too would be 
very good to use with 
professionals and carers 
already in the disability field. 

But I would have some 
misgivings about using it with 
the general public without a 
continuity commentary to 
bring all the loose ends 
together and improve its 
teaching role. 


— 


Kevin Holmes 
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WHAT’S ON 
SS STN) 


Managing a Charity and Planning for Growth, a Charity Forum 
seminar on 11 July in Edinburgh. £25. (Three more seminars are 
planned for Bristol, Manchester and Birmingham in October.) For 
more details tel: Tony Waters, (0747) 870490. 


Open Day for disabled skiers. 28 July at Hemel Hempstead dry 
ski slope. Free. Details: Louise Blyth, tel: (0494) 773080 (daytime). 


Activity Week for physically disabled young people at the Boys’ 
and Girls’ Welfare Society’s Woodlands Bungalow, near Stockport. 
28 July to 2 August. Details from Kevin Woolf, B&GWS, Schools 
Hill, Cheadle, Stockport SK8 IJE, tel: 061-491 0436. 


Summer Holiday, organised by Scripture Union, for deaf and 
partially hearing young people. 30 July to 8 August in Harrogate. 
£77. Details: Jim Hammett, Activities Co-ordinator, Scripture 
Union, 130 City Road, London EC1V 2NJ, tel: 071-782 0013. 


Summer School for Adults with Learning Difficulties, 5-10 
August at Lancaster University. £235. For further information 
contact Jeannie Sutcliffe, NIACE-Rowntree Project, Charles Street 
Adult Education Centre, Charles Street, Luton LU2 OEB, tel: 
(0582) 22566. 


SHAD (Islington) 


Support and Housing Assistance for People with Disabilities 
SHAD Islington is seeking to appoint a 


PROJECT WORKER 
to develop and coordinate Housing and 24 hr Care for people with severe physical 
disabilities living independently. 
Salary: Scale SO1 - £8,073.50 for 17.5 hour week 
(annual inflation award pending) 
For application form contact Steve Lowe or Angeline Evans, Islington Disablement Association, 
91 Upper Street, London N1 ONP, phone (071) 226 0137. Closing date 22.7.91. 
SHAD is striving to be an Equal Opportunities Employer and welcomes applications 
from people with disabilities. CHARITY NO. 276890 


ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
HOUSING (Administration) 


_ to £27,228 p.a. 


This key post is an exciting opportunity for an appropriately qualified 
person (preferably a member of the Institute of Housing). 


You will need to be able to demonstrate strong inter-personal and 
supervisory skills to enable you to effectively manage a range of 
sections responsible for Administration/Accounts, Housing Benefits, 
Reception, Equal Opportunities issues and Research. You should have 
substantial relevant experience and be able to operate effectively as 
part of the departmental management team. 

Ref: 0-96-91. 

2 id ee ee eee ee ee 
For further details and an application form please apply to the 
Director of Personnel, Town Hall, Watford, Herts., WD1 3EX. Tel: 
Watford (0923) 240175 (24 hour ansaphone service). 


Closing date: 19th July 1991. 


Watford Borough Council is working towards becoming an Equal Opportunities Employer 
and does not discriminate on the grounds of gender, ethnic origin, disability or sexual 
orientation. Watford is a multi racial area and we would like to see this reflected in our work 
force. We welcome applications from women, members of the black and ethnic communities 
and people with disabilities, irrespective of age. 

Job Sharers welcome, with or without a job share partner, unless otherwise stated. 


BOROUGH_ OF 
WATFORD 


Researcher ‘Children in Need’ 
Topical Features 


INFO 
REGRET 


Getting The Message Across 
(eg on a market stall, below) is a 
report from The National 
Information Forum on how to 
design guides to local services 
and make sure they get to the 
people who need them. £3.50 
from NIF, Charitybase, The 
Chandlery 50 Westminster 
Bridge Road, London, SE1 
7QY, tel: 071-721 7672. 


The Employers Forum has 


moved. Its new address is 
Cleveland Place, London 
SWL1Y 6J]J, tel: 071-321 6591. 


The In Touch 1991-2 Hand- 
book, Radio 4’s guide to ser- 
vices for people with a visual 
handicap, costs £12.50. Send a 
cheque or postal order (payable 
to Broadcasting Support Ser- 
vices) to In Touch Handbook, 
PO Box 7, London W3 6XJ. 


MOVES 


Judy Weleminsky replaces 
Usha Prasher as director of the 
National Council for Voluntary 
Organisations in September. 
Martin Scott is the new Med- 
ical and Scientific Administra- 
tor at The Cystic Fibrosis 
Research Trust. 


Action for Disability 
Kensington & Chelsea 


CLERICAL OFFICER (PART-TIME) 
(Salary £6,000 p.a. 18 hrs a week) 


Innovative voluntary organisation 
seeks enthusiastic person with 
methodical but flexible approach, to 
provide clerical and secretarial support 
to the Director’s P.A. Efficient typing 
skills essential. 


ADKC is an Equal Opportunities 
Employer, and wishes to appoint a 
person with a disability to this post. 
Our offices are fully accessible. For 
further info & application form, contact 
Peri Stanley, ADKC, 19-27 Young St., 
London W8 5EH. Tel (071) 937 7073. 


Closing Date: 5 August 1991. 


Children in Need is an annual programme within the output of Topical Features, the 
main objective of which is to raise funds for children with widely differing special 


needs. 


Consequently, as well as having substantial first-hand experience of general 
programme research, this Researcher will almost certainly come from within the 


community of the disabled. Experience of film-makin 


additional qualification. 
The Researcher will be required to work on very varied programme items making 


contacts, finding and checking facts, writing reports and scripts. 


g would be a considerable 


Initiative and 


sympathetic understanding and good communication skills will therefore be primary 
requirements. As there will be opportunity to work on other parts of the department’s 
output, which includes That’s Life!, Watchdog and Primetime, applicants should be 


able to claim first-hand awareness of it. 


This appointment is offered on a contract basis from August 1991 to January 1992. 

Salary £13,248 - £16,541 p.a. plus an allowance of £776 p.a. Based West London. 

For further details contact Nick Handel, Executive Producer, Children in Need on 
081-743 8000 ext. 3955 until 21.6.91, thereafter ring 081-752 5252 (extension 
number not yet known), or David Sindall, Equal Opportunity Officer (isability) on 


071-580 4468 ext. 5116. 


For application form contact (quote ref. 8019/DI) Jan Newbigin on 081-576 1152. 


Application forms to be returned by July 8th. 


UAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


The Disabled Living Foundation 
Secretary 


We are looking for a secretary to work in our offices in W9. 


Duties will include copy and audio typing and word processing. 
Fluent typing at 40 wpm and experience of word processing will be 
essential; knowledge of Wordstar will be a significant advantage. 


The successful candidate will work in a team of secretarial and 
professional advisory staff in our busy information service. 


Salary scale: £10,251 - £11,484 incl L.W. 


For further information, job description and application form please 
send C.V. to Alison Barker, Disabled Living Foundation, 380-384 
Harrow Road, London W9 2HU. 


Working towards being an equal opportunities employer. 


NO AGENCIES 


Every week the Council 
produces a Jobs Update’ 
bulletin which includes all 
new vacancies in various 
Departments throughout 
the City. 

You can find Jobs Update’ 
at any ofthe Job Centres inthe ([_ 

City of Manchester, at local libraries, — 

at your local Community Centre and at the 
Information Centre in Manchester Town Hall 
Extension, or telephone 061-234 7538 (Minicom for 
the hearing impaired). 

Apply by post to: Update, Room 300, Cumberland 
House, Crown Square, Manchester M60 3BB. 
Disabled people and community and other groups 
will be added to the mailing until further notice. 
Others must renew every four weeks. 


Manchester City Council is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and we positively 
welcome applications from women and men 

£ regardless of their racial, ethnic or national 
origin, disability, age up to 65, sexuality, 
or responsibilities for 
dependants. 


MOBILITY VEHICLE SEARCH 


“The Best Way to Buy or Sell Your Vehicle” 


From a Mini Bus to a Metro, a Batricar to a Wheelchair, specially 
adapted or otherwise. Mobility Vehicle Search can help you to buy 
or sell your vehicle at the right price. 


SAVE ££££s 
Jf Sell privately through us, eliminate vehicle dealer profits 


and obtain the best possible price for your vehicle. 


J ONCE ONLY PAYMENT 
For a single inexpensive fee we will advertise your 
vehicle nationwide until sold! Once registered your 
vehicle details are retained for 30 Days, and can be 
extended free of charge. 


FREE HELP AND ADVICE 
Mobility Vehicle Search is run exclusively for disabled 
people, by disabled people who are always pleased to 
offer help and advice. We can help value your vehicle, 
and assist with the wording of your advertisement to 

obtain the best results. 


FREE BUYERS SEVICE 
Call us on 081-207 0405 and tell us what you are looking 
for and we will match your requirements on our computer 


free of charge. 


JS 17 DAY SERVICE i 
Whether buying or selling, Mobility Vehicle Search is at 


your service 7 days a week: 


Mon-Fri 10am—8pm. Sat & Sun 10am—2pm 


CALL US NOW: 081 » 207 0405 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO: 
Mobility Vehicle Search, Freepost 474 
Borehamwood, Hertfordshire WD6 2F'P 
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ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
scooters, battery cars. All makes, models 
wanted and for sale. Nearly new, hardly used 
from half price. Demonstrations and collections. 
Free advice. All areas. 

Contact Mr Gibbons 
Tel: 021-357 4965 anytime 


INTERNATIONAL HEALTH 
Don't risk your health in 1990's. 
Herbalife produces optimum 
health from optimum nutrition - 
your health is important to you. 
Free consultation. 


Ann 0323 31520. 


London or 


- Kent areas... 
here’s your answer for 


& WHEELCHAIRS 


Latest BEC, Vessa, Carters and all 
other makes. Fully reconditioned 
models: manual from £100, 
powered from £500 complete with 
new batteries. Repairs and 
servicing with no call out charges. 


Ring us - 081 692 4800 
24 hr ansa-phone. 
BEAVEN BROS. SHARDLOES 


GARAGES, 2a SHARDLOES ROAD, 
NEW CROSS, LONDON SE14. 


Wheelseli Lid 


TEL: (0492) 


[Q] “LOOKING FOR SOME WHEELS?” 


“JUST PHONE OR WRITE TO US 
FOR DETAILS OF ALL TYPES OF 
DISABLED EQUIPMENT, FROM WHEEL 


FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 


DETAILS AVAILABLE 
ON REQUEST. 


WHEELSELL LIMITED 
78A Abergele Road, 
Colwyn Bay, Clwyd. 


Accessible 


Adam Mi rice Vehicles 


If you need a vehicle to carry up to five seated 

passengers and a wheelchair but your budget 

will not stretch to a new one, contact us. 

* Used accessible vehicles supplied 

* Access conversions to your vehicle 

* Passenger use and access conversions to 
used vans 

* Realistic prices 

* Any make supplied 

Our comprehensive service includes locating a 

suitable vehicle, processing H.M. Customs & 

Excise requirements and delivery to your door. 


Tel:Office (0202) 814112, Mobile (0860) 620779 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining 
massage chairs, nearly new, half prices, 
reconditioned, year warranty, guaranteed 
first class goods. Part exchanges, 
repairs, COD, Access, Visa accepted. Tel: 
(0460) 61157. 


For a fast and 

efficient service with affordable prices contact 

us today for further information and advice 
021-366 6796 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
AND SCOOTERS WANTED. 
TOP PRICES PAID. 
NEARLY NEW AND HARDLY 
USED FOR SALE FROM HALF 
PRICE. 


FREE COLLECTIONS, 
DEMONSTRATIONS AND 
ADVICE - ALL AREAS 
COVERED. 

TEL: NORTH 061 237 5551 

SOUTH 081 343 3535 


CAR CHAIR 1 yr old. Fit Ford Escort 


or similar car passenger side. £1,500. 
Tel: (0703) 776547. 
NEARLY NEW «childs wheelchair 


Poirier Kid Roller light weight attractive 
chair. Cost £805, sell for £550 or near- 
est offer. Also orthokinetic pony trike, 
sell for £550. Full details, tel: (0602) 
846605 (Nottingham). 


FORD ESCORT Popular auto. W reg. 
50,000 miles. Reselco hand controls. 1 
lady owner. Electric window. Excellent 
condition. £800-Tel{0474) 568176 (Kent). 


CARCHAIR SYSTEM for passenger 
side. Good condition. Blue leather. 
Bargain - £500 or nearest offer. (£2,500 
new 3 years ago). Tel: (0525) 850547 
(Bedfordshire). 


BATRICAR. 10 miles only. 1 year old 
- as new. £2,000 or near offer. Tel: 
(0308) 88288 (Bridport, Dorset). 


PARALLEL BARS. £50 or near offer. 
Tel: (0332) 703603 (Derby). 


FORD ESCORT, F reg, 3 door, white, 
1.6 cc engine, automatic gears, power 
assisted steering.Carchair adaption to 
driver’s seat. Hand controls. 16,000 miles. 
£7,500 - £8,000. Tel: 081-449 3633. 


DN is not responsible for claims made in 
the advertisements it prints and readers 
are advised to check claims with the 
advertisers before relying on them. 


GBL SERVICES 
MANUAL LIGHT WEIGHT 
WHEELCHAIRS 
(New & Secondhand [All Types]) 
© Bought and Sold 
© Repairs, Services and Alterations 
®Parts Supplied ... Fitting Available 

® Hiring Service Available 


Advice and Alternative Enquiries 
Welcome Contact: Jamie: 
Unit E3 & E4, Shield Business 
Centre, Shield Drive, Brentford, 
Middlesex TW8 9EX 
Tel: 081-569 8955 


BATH LIFT. Mangar air powered. 
Stoke Mandeville Hospital approved. 
New condition. £500. Special reduction 
for deserving home. Tel: Bookham 
(0372) 456384. 


Indoor/outdoor. 
VATUE Wel E 


BEC SCOOTER. 
VGC. Battery charger. 
(0924) 466785. 


VOLKSWAGEN KOMBI minibus, 
Devon Family Welfare Conversion, 
interability under-floor ramp, wheelchair 
tracking and clamps, curtains, 5 seats, 
safety belts, G registration, 5,500 miles, 
1.9 L, 5 speeds, emergency door, war- 
ranty, slate blue, price negotiable. Tel: 
(089682) 2495. 


WESSEX INVALIDS HOIST. 3 years 
old. Good condition. £400. Tel: (0792) 
843925. 


FIAT FIORINO 1.3, 5 speed explorer. 
Rear access vehicle for wheelchair. First 
registered January 1990. With ramp and 
power winch - red in colour. 1,100 miles 
only. £6,00 ono. Tel: 081-997 5089 after 
8pm or weekends. 


EVEREST & JENNINGS Elite Whis- 
per wheelchair. Cost £2,000 and used 
twice. £650 ono. Tel: (0277) 821768. 


MINI CITY automatic. C reg. Con- 
verted left/right foot drive. Low 
mileage. MOT. (£1,750 ono. Tel: 
(0480) 458887. 


ELECTRIC SCOOTER, BEC Sterling 
in gold. 50 miles from new last July. 
Genuine reason for sale. £1,250. Tel: 
Bradford, West Yorks (0274) 521767 or 
673434. 


EVEREST & JENNINGS Runaround 
scooter. Hardly used, perfect condition. 
New batteries. Recently serviced. £650 
ono. (New price £1,400). Tel: 081-574 
8635. 


ELVA DELUXE electric 3 wheeler. 
Complete with battery charger. Hardly 
used. £500 or nearest offer. Tel: (0543) 
255385 (Staffs). 


SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 


DISABILITY IS NO DISABILITY 


This is Birmingham's stance on the employment of disabled people - 
Edgbaston is aiming to put it into practice by offering these jobs to 
disabled people only. We believe it is important to recognise and address 
the fact that black people, women, and others who are disabled, suffer an 


“extra” discrimination. 


Some of these jobs are for qualified people only - but not all. If you want 
to know more, contact the Manager named below each job, who will be 


happy to talk with you. 


CQSW/CSS QUALIFIED SOCIAL 
WORKER 


18 1/4 hours at the Children’s Hospital. 


For this busy and lively team working with children and their families. 
The work centres around child protection and children who are sick or 
disabled and their families. People enjoy working here! 


Talk to Jennifer Meakin on 021-454-4851. 


CQSW/CSS QUALIFIED SOCIAL 
WORKER 


36 1/2 hours at the Liver Unit, Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital. 
Another enthusiastic and supportive team. You will be a specialist 
working with a variety of specialist and general services workers. This 
team is shortly to move into new accommodation in this rapidly expanding 


hospital. 


Contact Brian Vale at the hospital, telephone 021-672-2350. 


HOME CARE ORGANISER 
36 1/2 hours. 

This is a new job which recognises the increasing role of domiciliary 
services in maintaining people in their homes and communities. Whilst the 
majority of users are elderly some are younger disabled people and 
children and families. You will be actively involved in assessment of needs 
and managing personnel and resources to meet these needs, 


The Team Manager is Sheila Dixon on 021-426-3939. 


Application forms available from Edgbaston Area Office, 
Attwood House, 72 High Street, Harborne, Birmingham B17 ONJ. 


Telephone: 021 428 1888. 


> Birmingham C 
The City Council welcomes applications from 


all sections of the community, irrespective of 
race, colour, gender, sexuality or disability. 
Job sharers welcome, no partner necessary. 


Council 


WS 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 
...and make a big impression. Small ads in DN reach over 
80,000 people for just £3 a line (minimum £9). Please don't 


send money with your ad - we will invoice you after it goes in. 
Phone Catherine Holloway on 071-636 5020 ext 227. 


CARTERS G. MEIER. Commuter 
scooter. Brand new, never used. £800 
ono. Tel: (0223) 860758. 


CRUISER 2, powered wheelchair. Red. 
Many extras. £1,400. Tel: (0634) 
713452 (Kent). 


FORD ESCORT 1.3 L. (E reg). 25,650 
miles. Al condition. Fitted self pro- 
pelled passenger car chair system. Full 
service record. One careful driver. 
£5,250 ono. Tel: (0202) 521195. 


VESSA VARIANT. One hand drive 
wheelchair for right hand. Bought 
March 1991. Price new £519. Will sell 
for £300 ono. Tel: 071-226 0233. 


ELSWICK ENVOY (driven from 
wheelchair) 3,000 miles. Hand or foot 
controls. Electric ramp and door. Many 
adaptations. Mint condition. £6,500 
ono. Tel: (0253) 821703 or 882505. 


ELAP SWIVEL SEAT with sub frame. 
Suitable for passenger. £200 ono. Tel: 
(0686) 420611 after 3pm. 


ELAP MOBILITY rotating sliding car 
seat. Good condition. £75. Tel: 081- 
428 1207. 


STANNAH STAIRLIFT, Silver Rail. 
18 months old. Used seldom. Cost 
£1,600. Offers. Tel: (0438) 351007 
(Stevenage). 


PACE-SAVER PLUS II. 3 wheel, 
portable, battery scooter, new condition. 
£950. Cost £1,300. Tel: (07373) 57203. 


WHITE ESCORT, High top van. E 
reg. Modified for wheelchair access. 
Needs windows and trim to complete. 
£2,500. Very good condition. Contact 
Sharon or Alan Packman, tel: 071-729 
4268 (day) or (04022) 20292 (after 9pm). 


MASDA 323, 3 door hatchback, F regis- 
tration. 13,500 miles. With Elap swivel 
seat for a disabled passenger. £4,950 
ono. Tel: (0628) 30027 (Maidenhead). 


TOWN & COUNTRY booster electric 
scooter. VGC. 2 years old. Dismantles 
for car storage. Alto-charger. £750. 
Tel: (0252) 712724. 


WANTED 


A DISABLED BUS for a number of dis- 
abled persons, with or without 
wheelchair lift. Will pay up to £1,000 
for good condition vehicle. Tel: Jerry or 
David (0484) 549936 (Huddersfield). 


ELECTRIC HOIST that fits to ceiling. 
Please tel: (0803) 327578. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR/BED. 
My son now finds sitting difficult but 
wishes to remain mobile. Any informa- 
tion or lie down electric wheelchair for 
sale. Please tel: (0803) 327578. 


CANNONDALE BICYCLE TRAILER 
or similar. My four year old who is 
severely epileptic used to love riding on a 
seat at the back of my bike. Now she has 
grown this trailer is the only thing I have 
seen which might be suitable to take her 
out riding. Tel: (0792) 475696. 


Computer Services 


Senior Computer 
Development Officer 
(Project Leader) 


Salary £18,291-£20,937 
Post No. N21/1 


DO YOU HAVE AS/400 SKILLS? 


NOW IS THE TIME TO DEVELOP THEM AT LEICESTER. 


You will be responsible for the development and/or 
implementation of new applications and undertake Team 
Management functions in addition to your technical role. 
Work will cover a full spectrum of duties from feasibility 
study to implementation, and therefore we are looking for 
approximately three years (as a minimum) relevant 


experience. 


We currently operate three central computers, 2 AS/400s — 
a model B70, a model B60, and an IBM 4381. Our 
development strategy includes the use of System 
Methodology (SSADM) and CASE Tools (AUTOMATE PLUS 


and GENESIS V). 


We offer a modern development environment with a variety 
of applications. We give comprehensive training and there 
are opportunities for part-time work or job sharing together 


with flexible hours. 


If relocation is necessary, a generous expenses allowance is 
available, plus actual removal costs, and help in finding 


temporary housing. 


In order to offer the best possible service to our community 
we believe our workforce should reflect the make-up of the 
population of Leicester. In this area of work women, ethnic 
minority groups and people with disabilities are under- 
represented and we would therefore particularly welcome 
applications from women, ethnic minority groups and 


people with disabilities. 


For an application form (returnable by 15th July, 1991) 

and further details contact Director of Personnel and 
Management Services, 'B' Block, New Walk Centre, 
Welford Place, Leicester LE1 6ZG. Tel. 527099 (answering 
service after normal office hours). 


As part of the City Council's commitment to an Equal Opportunity Policy, 
allemployees and applicants for employment will be given equal opportunity 
in recruitment, in training, and in promotion to more senior jobs, irrespective 
of their racial origins, sex, age*, disability, marital status, religious beliefs, 
class or sexual orientation. 

*except when complying with statutory or other requirements. 
Disabled persons are guaranteed an interview if suitably qualified and/or 
experienced. 

Job sharing is welcome. 


Leicester 2 ity Council 


Disability. Now July.1991 


CLASSIFIED 25 


Did you know that Disability 
Now is a non-profit making 
newspaper and welcomes dona- 


HOLIDAYS 


SUNNY TENERIFE 


Fully Accessible Mar y Sol 
“Brilliant” says BBC TV 
Holiday Apartments - and Timeshare 
Brochure: Lynne James, 7 Overpool Road, 
Ellesmere Port L66 IW. (Tel: 051-339 5316) 


tions? If you can help write to 
DN, address on page 3. 


North Wales. Two, 3 bedroom holiday cottages 
are now available for all year rental. Full 
wheelchair access. All facilities to enable your 
holiday to be comfortable e.g. bed blocks, 
disabled toilet/shower etc. We offer pony 
rides, riding for the disabled and trap rides; we 
can build a holiday around your requirements. 
Special subsidised rate for the Winter. 


Please write to Mr Barry Field, Beudygwyn 
Farm, Carreglefn, Cemaes Bay, Gwynedd, 
LL68 ORL; or ‘phone (0407) 711433. 


Summer school for women: 
MAKING WAVES IN BROADCASTING 
5th - 10th August 


An opportunity for women to find out more about 
jobs in broadcasting, to discuss issues of 
representation, ways of changing the media and 
learn some basic production skills. We aim to 
provide good access to enable full participation 
for women with disabilities. 

For further details, send SAE to WAVES, London 
Women’s Centre, 4 Wild Court, London WC2B 5AU. 
Tel: 071-430 1076. 


AQP Zh 


Creative Young People Together 


The CRYPT Foundation has vacancies for young people 
with disabilities who wish to study any of the creative arts 
and experience independence whilst living in small group 
homes in the community. For further details contact 
Gillian Purvis, The CRYPT Foundation, Forum, Stirling 
Road, Chichester, West Sussex. Tel: (0243) 786064. 


SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 


RESIDENTIAL CHILD CARE OFFICERS 
(2 Jobs) 
(1 for 39 hours, 1 for 7 hours) 


£8,943 - £11,577 


Required at Fairfield Children's Home, 20 Dudley Park Road, Acocks 
Green, B27, an eight bedded mixed unit, in the Acocks Green area of the 
City. The unit currently provides a good standard of care for children and 
adolescents. Consideration has been given to changing the unit’s function 
to a pre-adolescent assessment unit; to date no decision has been made. 
The unit has an awareness/commitment to anti-oppressive practice and the 
Department's Equal Opportunity Policy. 

You will be required to work shifts, weekends, Bank Holidays, sleeping-in 
duty on a rota basis. 


Informal enquiries for these 2 posts to Shirley Holding, Officer in 
Charge on 021 706 3536. 


Ref. 91/727/1E 
The following jobs are available at Ipstones Avenue Children’s Home, 50 
Ipstones Avenue, Stechford, Birmingham, a fifteen bedded Children’s 
Home which accommodates adolescent boys. It is a specialised unit which 
works primarily with youngsters who have offended or become estranged 
from their families. It is geographically located on the East of the City. 


SENIOR RESIDENTIAL CHILD CARE 
OFFICERS (2 Jobs) 


£9,795 - £11,961 
You should have the ability to identify and implement strategies to meet the 
needs of individual young people. 
A good knowledge of care plamning and working in partnership with 
parents and families is essential. 


Weekends and Bank Holidays are worked on a rota basis. 
Sleeping-in is also a requirement of the post. 
A relevant qualification would be an advantage (i.e. CSS, CQSW) and you 
should be aware and sensitive to the needs of black and minority ethnic 
people. 

Ref. 91/728/1E 


DEPUTY OFFICER IN CHARGE 
£13,614 - £15,102 


You will substitute for the Officer in Charge in his absence, therefore, there 
is an expectation that you will be able to demonstrate skills and imagination 
to provide a positive residential care experience to each and every 
individual child in residence. 


A good knowledge of care planning, and working in partnership with 
parents and families is essential. 


The ability to motivate and support staff is essential. However, what is vital 
is that we continue to maintain and develop an anti-oppressive approach 
and provide positive role models for the young people we care for, 
therefore, in particular we would welcome applications from black and 
minority ethnic groups and from people with a disability. 

Ref. 91/729/1E 


Informal enquiries about these jobs are welcomed by Gill 
Jones/Team Manger on 021 622 3338 or Yavuz Boran/Officer in 


Charge on 021 784 2386. 
A/ 


Birmingham City Council 


The City Council welcomes applications from all sections 


sexuality or disability. 
Job sharers welcome, no partner necessary. 


MAR Y SOL, Los Cristianos, Tenerife. 
Wheelchair accessible apartments and 
studios to rent or buy in luxury complex. 
Heated pool with hoist, restaurant, 


health treatments. Video available. 
Cheap flights. Sue Abbott, 123 
Coppermill Road, Wraysbury, Staines, 
Middx TW19 5NX, tel: (0753) 685718. 


NORTH DEVON, self-catering cottages 
sleeping 4-6 (2 specially designed for 
wheelchairs) fully equipped and 
heated - linen provided. Peaceful 
country setting for touring Exmoor, 
Dartmoor and Devon Coast. Brochure 
from South Coombe Farm, Witheridge, 
Tiverton, Devon EX16 8QL, tel: (0884) 
860302. 


Try a WINGED FELLOWSHIP holiday in 
Britain or Overseas. Great-fun and full 
care provided. Write for free colour 
brochure. Winged Fellowship, Angel 
House, 20/32 Pentonville Road, 
London N1 9XD, tel: 071-833 2594. 


Costa Blanca - Spain 
Wheelchair accessible twin bedded 
accommodation. Swimming pool, adapted 
minibus, plus various trips and outings 
included. For full details send for a free colour 


brochure to: Daystar Holidays Ltd, 26 Scotts 
Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5RG or 
telephone (0892) 25133. 


NEW MILTON HAMPSHIRE. Fully 
equipped, completely wheelchair adapted 
self catering 2 bedroom chalet. Sleeps 
six. Excellent all year round site. 
Indoor and outdoor pool and superb 
facilities. All 100 yards from chalet. 
Near to New Forest and Bournemouth. 
Bookings taken to November. Also sim- 
ilar property at Millendreath in Corn- 
wall. For details contact Mr P Cash tel: 
(0425) 72055. 


NEAR RUTLAND WATER. S/c cot- 
tage for holidays and short breaks. 
Sleeps 3-5. One bed and bathroom 
downstairs. Good touring centre. Tel: 
(0664) 62769. 


SERVICES 


INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL SERVICES: 
20 minute video from Hounslow Social 
Services Department. 

Available in English, Hindi, Punjabi, Gujarati 
or British Sign Language versions. £20 each. 
For information/orders contact: 
Communications Section 081-862-6001. 


Are there any woman who like myself are 
facially disfigured and would like to set up 
an informal support group in the London 
area? All replies in confidence. Box No. C2. 


DIAL UK 


WEN The Disability ffelpline 


In its 10th Anniversary Year DIAL UK is looking for 3 exceptional people to fill the following 
Key Positions, to help develop the Organisation to meet the challenges of the 1990s. 


INFORMATION SERVICES CO-ORDINATOR 
To be responsible for the collection, collation and dissemination of information and ensure 
its availability to the majority of disabled people, their carers, professionals and others. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS/FUNDRAISING CO-ORDINATOR 


To raise the profile and public awareness of the Organisation, maximise fundraising 
activities and organise special events. 


TRAINING/DEVELOPMENT CO-ORDINATOR 


To develop the local group network and devise and manage training programmes for 
staff and volunteers at all levels. 


We are looking for enthusiastic, self-motivated people with good communication and 
interpersonal skills, computer literate and having direct experience of disability. 
Applications from people with disabilities positively encouraged. 


SALARY FOR ALL POSTS IS NJC SO1 £14,160 - £15,102. 


For further details and application form contact Norman Witter, Director, DIAL UK, Park 
Lodge, St. Catherine’s Hospital, Tickhill Road, Balby, Doncaster, S. Yorks. DN4 8QN. 
Tel: Doncaster (0302) 310 123. 


Closing date for completed applications - 10th July 1991. 
DIAL UK aims to be an equal opportunities employer. 


Senior Instructor 
£14,631 - £15,498 Incl (Scale 6) 
Atheldene Combined Day Centre 


(For clients with physical disabilities, learning difficulties and elderly frail) 


Are you looking to extend your experience as an Instructor? Are you 
interested in Management? If so, why not contact us for details. We 
provide day care and social education to 220 clients with varying disabilities. 


As a Senior Instructor, you will be responsible to the Deputy Manager, but 
work closely with the Specialist Section Heads. We are particularly looking 
for someone who has knowledge/experience of working with people with 
physical disabilities and the elderly frail. Knowledge of assessment, 
programme planning, report writing and review procedures are essential, as 
is experience of supervising staff. 
Applications are particularly welcome from Asian, African and Caribbean 
people who are currently under-represented in our staff team. Section 
38(1)(b) of the Race Relations Act 1976 applies. 
For further details contact Caroline Mcllvenny, Acting Manager on 081 871 
6341/2. Application forms are available from the Director of Social Services, 
Health and Disability Administration, Room 403, Welbeck House, 
Wandsworth High Street, SW18 2PU. Tel No: 081 871 6269 quoting 
reference SS/821. 


Closing Date 19th July 1991. 


Wandsworth 


The Council as an Equal Opportunity Employer 
welcomes applications regardless of race, colour, 
nationality, ethnic origin, sex, marital status, disability 
or.age. All applications are considered on the basis of 
their merits and abilities for the job. 


TAKE DISABILITY ISSUES TO THE TOP OF 


THE AGENDA 


CAN YOU PUT THE WORDS INTO PRACTICEP 


PRINCIPAL OFFICER 


(PHYSICAL AND SENSORY DISABILITY) 


£22,935 - £24,498 inc 


It's easy enough to talk about equality of opportu- 
nity for people with disabilities, but you can only 
really appreciate what this entails if you have a 
disability yourself. 
That's why the Principal Officer who will be 
responsible for disability issues in Newham must 
have direct personal experience of disability. 


It's a challenging role, presenting opportunities 
to develop innovative policies and services, 
including for children with special needs. You'll 
promote awareness of needs and opportunities 
both inside and outside the Council, providing 


information and training. 


Within Social Services, you will lead the specialist 
teams which support people with disabilities, 
highlighting ways in which care can be provided. 
These services are currently being devolved to 
new divisions based on geographical areas, and 
you will play a full part in the process of 
development and reorganisation. You will also be 
Department Lead Officer for the Newham Access 


and Disability Advisory Group. 

This calls for a background in service delivery to 
people with disabilities, with a knowledge of health 
care and social services provision. Management 
training or experience is also important, 
particularly as you'll be responsible for a budget. 
You'll be given a real opportunity to improve the 
quality of life for a wide range of local people, 
working in a densely-populated borough which is 
homie to a remarkable diversity of communities 
and cultures. 

Please quote ref: SS256. 

Closing date: 19th July 1991 

For more information and an application form, 
please contact the Personnel Section, Social Serv- 
ices Department, 99 The Grove, Stratford, E15 or 
tel 081 519 2095 (24hr answerphone). 


We positively welcome applications from all sections 
of the community. Job sharers welcome 


NEWHAM 


THE HEART OF EAST LONDON 


Sig fOr Equality. 


Disability Now July 1991 


26 CLASSIFIED 


DISABILITY EQUALITY TRAINER 


To join this educational charity in developing innovative training in Equal Opportunities for 
disabled people. Proven experience in this area of training is necessary. 
Full time post; job share and flexible working arrangements will be considered. 
Salary £12,760 pa (Review Nov 91). 
Contract for six months, renewable subject to funding. Only disabled people need apply. 
Closing date 22nd July 91 Interviews 29th July 91 Fa 

Further details available from:- IDEA, William House, 101 Eden Vale Road, Westbury, ‘Dea: 

Wiltshire BA13 3QF. Tel: (0373) 827635. Previous applicants need not re-apply. © ah 


eS 
Ton 6 ne 


IDEA is working towards being an equal opportunities employer. 


LONDON DIAL-A-RIDE USER’S ASSOCIATION 


PUBLICITY WORKER 
Job Share (2 day week) 


Previous experience of publicity/public relations/DTP/small magazine editorial 

and knowledge of Dial-a-Ride and the transport problems of people with 

disabilities an advantage but not essential. 

Salary NJC Scale 6 £14,631 - £15,498 p.a. (inc LW) pro rata = £5,852.40 - £6,199.20 p.a. (inc LW). 

APPLICATIONS FROM PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES AND ETHNIC MINORITY CANDIDATES 

POSITIVELY WELCOMED. 

Further details, and application forms from: LDaRUA, 25 Leighton Road, London NW5 2QD. 

Telephone: 071-482 2325. 

Dial-a-Ride is London’s public transport service for people with disabilities. LDaRUA is an equal 

opportunities employer. 

Closing date: Friday 19th July 1991. Interviews: Tuesday 30th July 1991. 
This post is funded by the London Boroughs Grants Committee. 


WALES 
COUNCIL 
FOR THE 
DISABLED 


WCD is seeking to appoint two officers with direct personal experience and 
understanding of disability in daily life to fill the following key new posts: 


DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 
(HEO EQUIVALENT, CURRENTLY £12,367-15,786) 


To work with, develop and support local, regional and national disability initiatives and 
networks of disability groups in Wales. 


You will work with a wide range of existing and potential initiatives and organisations in 
Wales and ideally will have considerable experience and understanding of formal and 
informal group development. 

The post will involve extensive travel. throughout Wales, a current driving licence is 
therefore essential. A knowledge of the Welsh language would be a positive advantage. 


DISABILITY INFORMATION RESOURCE OFFICER 
(SALARY AS ABOVE) 


To develop new and existing databases and other disability information resources for an 
expanding network of disability information agencies in Wales. Working initially with a 
core network of three agencies, you will be responsible for establishing effective 
information access and feedback procedures, developing DLFDATA and other current 
databases, identifying current and future information priorities and developing 
appropriate information services. 


This post will require extensive knowledge of information systems and good written 
communication skills. A knowledge of the Welsh language would be a positive 
advantage. 


Conditions of service include a generous contributory pension scheme, travel 
and subsistence allowances and 25 days annual leave in addition to statutory 
and WCD holidays. The WCD offices at Caerphilly are wheelchair accessible. 


Letters of application, marked Confidential, together with your C.V. and 
any other relevant information should be sent to: The Director, WCD, “Llys 
Ifor”, Crescent Road, Caerphilly, Mid Glamorgan CF8 1XL by no later than 
2 August 1991. 


For further information and an informal discussion, please contact Howard 
John at WCD, tel. (0222) 887325. 


OUR NEW MINICOM WILL 
HAVE LOTS OF APPLICATIONS 


Disability Now July 1991. 


FIND A FRIEND 


Intenationadl Introductions 
The dating service with the PERSONAL touch 
LONELY ???? a 
There’s no need to be lonely any more, we at =a 
Intemational Inhroductions 
are here to help you find that special partner in life. Let us help you to 
stop that routine & loneliness and give you someone to look forward to... 
* Australian styled Dating Agency with 11 years experience 
* Disabled welcome. 7 days a week - 24 hour day personal service 
* A totally personal service; with no computers 
* Strictly confidential service 
* Compatible partners assured 
* An efficient friendly office 


Why not call into our office and have a coffee and let us explain the many 
more advantages by joining us at: 


‘YOUR HAPPINESS IS OUR BUSINESS’ 
13 BARK STREET EAST, (Off Upper Bridge St), Bolton, 
BL1 2BQ or please phone us on: (0204) 387396 or 


396289 - NOT an answering machine. Also at 58 Swan 
Street, Manchester M4 5JU, tel: 061-839 7388/7399. 


Low Fees 
Lifetime 
Membership 
Unlimited 
Introductions 


SHROPSHIRE 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


WORKING FOR EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 


DEVELOPMENT WORKER 


PO4 - £17,271 - £18,888 
Shropshire Disability Resource Centre, 
Shrewsbury 


As part of our positive commitment towards people with physical disabilities, we are 
seeking a person with a disability for this important post. Applicants have a right to 
apply for this post on a job share basis. 


You will have detailed knowledge of working with people with disabilities and their 
organisations. You will understand the social model of disability, be committed to 
promoting self advocacy and be familiar with relevant legislation. 


You will be responsible for liaising with organisations of and for disabled people and for 
communication and consultation with the Social Services Department in order to 
influence policy and practice. You will provide a specialist training resource and assist 
the Service Manager Disability in developing and monitoring policy and services in this 
area. You must also be committed to working with professionals employed by the 
Social Services Department. 


If you feel you have the necessary abilities, skills and determination to succeed in this 
exciting post, please contact us for further details. 


Informal enquiries to: Mrs V Suffolk, Service Manager on Shrewsbury (0743) 253839. 


Application forms and further details from: The Director of Social Services, Shirehall, 
Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury. Telephone: Shrewsbury (0743) 253712. 


Closing date: 22/7/91. 


One of them, hopefully, will be yours. 

Because the reason we’ve installed a Minicom VII 
(that’s the model that records messages) is to enable 
people with hearing difficulties and who have access 
to a Minicom to apply for jobs with the BBC. 

Hardly a week goes by without us advertising 
some job, somewhere, that might be of interest to 
you. Butif you’d like some realistic, informed advice 
on the sorts of BBC jobs that could be particularly 
suitable for you, we suggest that you write to 
David Sindall, our Equal Opportunities Officer, 
Disabilities, at the BBC, Room 418, Henry Wood 
House, 3-6 Langham Place, London W1A 1AA. 


In the meantime, make a note of our special 
Minicom number - 071-436 6700 - and keep it safely. 

Because you never know when you might want 
to use it. 


We are an equal opportunities employer 


For Find A Friend ads 
please send a cheque 
or postal order for £3 


payable to Disability 
Now with your ad. 


I’M PAUL, 40, right leg amputee. I 
would love to meet a fun loving, caring 
lady 25-45 also an amputee or similar 
with a view to long term relationship. 
South Coast area or let’s exchange tel 
nos. Box No. 355. 


WOMAN, 42, slightly disabled with 
arthritis but can get out. I have my own 
council flat. I like theatre, swimming and 
trips out and have a keen sense of 
humour. I would like a penfriend or 
companion for day trips. Box No. 356. 


DISABLED MALE, 32, in a wheelchair, 
seeks loving, caring female friends able 
bodied or disabled of any age. To write 
to or to meet. Car owner preferred. I 
like sport, films, music and writing to 
friends. I live in Birmingham. Please 
send photo if possible. Box No. 357. 


MASHA, a sweet and lively girl, aged 
16, from Leningrad is learning English 
and would like a penfriend. She has 
slight cerebral palsy. For further details 
contact Mrs Sitwell, 071-727 4628. 


RECENTLY WIDOWED gentleman, 
having lost his disabled wife, now very 
lonely is seeking the close friendship of 
a kind, decent, caring lady aged 35-50, 
non smoker, swimmer, living in S.E. 
England. Please don’t hesitate, put pen 
to paper now. Box No. 358. 


To reply to a Find-A-Friend indicate the Box 
Number, mark the envelope private and confi- 
dential and send to DN, address on page 3. 


DATES FOR THE DISABLED 
- A BETTER LIFE - 
36 Park Grove, Edgware, 
Middx. HA8 7SJ 
Tel. 081-958 1095 (5.15pm-9pm) 
081-958 9657 (4pm-9pm) 


For people with disabilities and caring, 
understanding able bodied persons 
Ladies should not be shy of applying! 


All enquiries to: HANDIDATE 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2PB 
Telephone: (0473) 226950 


THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 


FOR PEORLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 
London and South East Region 
Project Leader/Unit 


Manager 
£20,910 - £22,446 pa inc 
Outer London Weighting. 


The Spastics Society has recently 
embarked on an innovative and exciting 
Care in the Community programme 
providing accommodation in the 
Community to replace existing 
residential units. 


We are looking for an experienced 
manager to manage the plans for Care 
in the Community at the Coombe Farm 
residential unit in Croydon which 
provides a home for 45 people with 
varying degrees of disability. 


You will be responsible for managing the 
unit and leading the transition into the 
community. You will also have 
responsibility for staff training and 
implementing individual programme 
plans for the residents. 


This is an important and challenging 
post. Experience of residential social 
work and managing budgets plus a 
professional social work or management 
qualification are essential. Knowledge 
of local authority procedures and dealing 
with outside organisations is also 
required. 


For further details and a job description 
please contact Mary Honeybell, The 
Spastics Society, London and South 
East Region, 840 Brighton Road, Purley, 
Surrey CR8 2BH. Telephone 081-660 
8552. 


Closing date for completed 
applications: 8 July. 


Applications from people with 
disabilities are particularly welcome. 


WORKING TOWARDS EQUALITY 


CLASSIFIED 27 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
VACANCIES/COURSES 
Please contact the 
Advertisement 
Manager, 

Richard Gresham, 
Kingslea Press 
Limited, 12 Dock 
Offices, Surrey 
Quays Road, London 
SE16 2XU. Tele- 
phone 071- 252 
1362. Fax: 0712 23F 
8019. 


SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 


PART-TIME RCCO (3 JOBS) 
£8,943 - £10,173 (pro rata) 
12 hours - Ref 91/616/1E 
13 hours - Ref 91/617/1E 
14 hours - Ref 91/618/1E 


Braymoor Road Children’s Home is a seven bedded mixed unit in the 

Tile Cross area of the City. The Unit has an excellent reputation, with the 
emphasis on providing a safe and stable environment for children and 
families, encouraging parental participation to meet the needs of the 
Children Act 1989. The Unit is committed to anti-oppressive practice and 
the Department's Equal Opportunity Policy. You will be required to work 
shifts, weekends, Bank Holidays, sleeping-in duty on a rota basis. 

/ Informal enquiries to Linda Reed, Officer-in-Charge on 

021 779 2213. 


Application forms (returnable by 19th July 1991) are available 
on 021 235 3793 (021 235 3549 outside office hours) or by writing to 
the Personnel Manager, Louisa Ryland House, 44 Newhall Street, 
Birmingham B3 3PL. Please quote the appropriate reference 


numbers. 
@ irmingham City Council 
The City Council welcomes applications from all sections 
gender, 


of the community irrespective of race, colour, 
sexuality or disability. 
Job sharers welcome, no partner necessary. 


: Deadlines for August 
issue: booking by 12 


July, camera ready 
artwork/copy by 17 
July. 
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Is the postcode on your DN 
label wrong? If so, please help 
us to save postage by return- 
ing your label with the correct 


Whilst SCF has a tradition of emergency relief, our principal : os postcode added. 
emphasis in overseas work is on long-term programmes. As part ie 
of the Overseas Department's Policy Development Unit, this eis CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
post will play an important role in the policy making which may ACROSS: iLEineerputits 


7.Standardised’ _—8Ill-fated 
12.Lay 13.Moray eel 16.Tea 
17.Arch 18.Sleeper 19.Art 
20.Calm 21.Episode 22.Leash 
23.Select. 

DOWN: 1.Fossil 2.Nearly 


affects such plans. This post is for a fixed term of 2 years. Se 

In addition to developing integrated policies in the areas of ; 
disability and special needs, you will provide technical 
direction and support to overseas projects and maintain links 
with other professionals in this field to ensure a mutually 
beneficial exchange of expertise and information. 
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Direct personal experience of disability work in developing Bors End 4P EN 
countries, coupled with an understanding of non-institutional Ss * =A Sao ee i er Bes 
responses to the needs of disabled children, is essential. At least iy : : : 


11.Dateline 14.Explode 


two years relevant post-graduate training eg. application of 5 eres dikames 


; rehabilitation techniques, research/evaluation techniques, 
4 communication development and training methodology; is also 
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a pre-requisite. Be NEWS QUIZ 
For further information and an application form please a ANSWERS 
write to Maureen Muddell, SCF, 17 Grove Lane, London SE5 RD. & 1. Spurs won 2-1 2. Ethiopia 


Closing date: 19th July 1991. 
SCF aims to be an equal opportunities nae 
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3. Jimmy Connors 4. NHS 
reforms 5. He painted it on a 
grain of rice 6. Angus Wilson 
7. His wife Sonia 8. 66 9. Pit 
bull terriers 10. To argue for 


full implementation of the 
1986 Disabled Persons’ Act 


THE REAL EASTENDERS 


Newham, situated in the heart of East London, encompasses many ameni- 
ties and facilities with exciting developments in Docklands and many other 
parts of the Borough. We also enjoy excellent transport links, through Stratford, 
Plaistow, East Ham and other sites, so you can reach us by road, rail, 
underground and even by air via the City Airport. 

Newham Council is committed to working with and for our busy, friendly, 
multi-racial and multi-cultural community and we constantly seek to enhance 
the quality of our services. 

Newham Council has a regular and exciting selection of job opportunities, 
to suit all tastes, ranging from Auditors to Watersports Instructors, from 
Administrators to Youth Workers. 

Weare constantly striving to achieve equality of opportunity for allsections 
of the community, both as an employer and a provider of services. Aware of 
the disadvantages that people can suffer in employment, we seek to combat 
discrimination in all its manifestations. Applications for jobs are particularly 
encouraged from members of many of the minority groups known to be under- 
represented in the workforce and these include members of the Asian, African, 
Caribbean and other ethnic minority people, women, people with disabilities 
and Lesbians and Gay Men. 

Watch for our regular job advertisements placed in national, professional, 
minority and the free local press or check our weekly Vacancy Bulletin at local 
libraries, Community Centres and Council Offices including East Ham Town 
Hall reception. Details of many jobs can also be found at local Job Centres. NEWHAM 

So why not think about joining the cast of the “Real Eastenders”! COU INCIOL 


—f{——4 — 40 —————, 4 f£-—— = 
4 We positively welcome applications from all sections 
of the community. Job sharers welcome. 
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Croydon Association of 
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES. 


DEVELOPMENT WORKER 


oes (up to £8,118 for a 20 hour week) 


est Regredi. 


We require someone with good management, organisational and 
communication skills. The applicant should have a clear 


understanding and experience of disability issues. He/she should 


be able to type and use of the word processor is desirable; however, 


training will be given where necessary. 


The premises are accessible to mobility standards. 


This is an exciting opportunity to develop this small organisation and 


extend its role to become the voice of disabled people in Croydon. 


We welcome applicants from all sections of the community. 
Working hours (20 per week) subject to negotiation. 
Closing Date: 19th July 1991. 

For further details and an application form, please contact Adrian 


Woelz, CAPD, The Shop Front, 487a Purley Way, Croydon CRO 4RG. 


Telephone Number 081-760 9927. 
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newspaper for 
people with all 
kinds of 
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All subscribers get 


disabilities a free DN keyring too. 


Please SUPPORT DN by SUBSCRIBING NOW 
DISABILITY NOW SUBSCRIPTION ORDER 


Please return to Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, 
FREEPOST 17 London W1E 3HU with your remittance 
made payable to 

THE SPASTICS SOCIETY. No stamp is needed. 


NAME 
BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 
ADDRESS 22a eee ee ee et 
POSTCODE 
Please tick / 


Renewal[_] New Subscriber {_] 


Individual at One year (12 issues) £10 [_] 
home address Two year (24 issues) £19 [_] 
Organisations / One year (12 issues) £15 [_] 
authorities etc. Two year (24 issues) £29 [_] 
Overseas One year Sterling £20 [_] 
«Multiple _______ copies £___lyear (12 issues) [_] 
I/We enclose Cheque/PO [ ] 
A donation towards costs £ —___ i] 


| authorise you to charge my VISA[_] ACCESS [_] 
Account No. 


Expiry Date___/ __ Signature 
Telephone ACCESS/VISA account. no. to (071) 383 4575 


Disability Now is a non profit making publication. It is sent 
free to disabled people on low income if they let us know. 
* Multiple copies 


2 copies £24, 3 copies £36, 4 copies £48, 5 copies £60, 6 copies £72, 
10-50 copies £100, 51-100 copies £125. One year (12 issues) only. 
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28 NEWS 


Epilepsy 
campaign 
hots up 


At least 10,000 people with 
uncontrollable epilepsy could 
benefit from an _ operation 
which stops seizures, but only 
150 are carried out each year, 
according to the National Soci- 
ety for Epilepsy. The NSE is 
asking the Government to cre- 
ate and fund eight surgery cen- 
tres around the country. 

In a report sent to the Gov- 
ernment in June, neurologists 
say the cost of supporting 
someone with epilepsy is far 
higher than the £15,000 cost of 
the operation. 

And a report from the Office 
of Health Economics (OHE), 
an independent research body, 
says there should be more spe- 
cialist centres, money for 
research, and more effort put 
into ensuring people take the 
drugs which control seizures. 

The Joint Epilepsy Council 
marked Epilepsy Week (20-26 
May) with a report which high- 
lighted how people are pre- 
vented from getting health 
care, education and jobs. 


Standards of Care, £3.50, NSE, 
071-944 7955. Towards Tomor- 
row, £3, OHE, 071-930 9203. 


Lisa Davies, 14, from London's Charlton Park school, tries out the EMS Soundbeam at a 
workshop organised by the Drake Research Project in June. Using an invisible ultrasonic ray, 
the Soundbeam converts physical movements into musical sounds. Drake Research Project 


(Music for Disable People), tel: (0765) 604993. EMS Soundbeam (0603) 631647. 


TIM SWINGLER 


Dial free for advice and support 


Seniorline, the first national 
freephone information service 
for elderly people, was 
launched by Help the Aged last 
month. 

The new service, supported 
by British Gas, will give callers 
advise on topics such as bene- 
fits, housing and health. 

It will also help people track 


down Age Concern groups, 
social services departments, 
advice centres and _ groups 
which give practical help with 
things like insulation and 


draughtproofing. 
Help the Aged’s director 
general, John Mayo, - said: 


“Help the Aged decided to 


start the new service after a 


steep rise in the amount of 
elderly people seeking informa- 
tion. The charity received more 
than 30,000 requests for infor- 
mation and help last year - an 
increase of 62 per cent from 
1989ur 


SeniorLine, tel: O800 289404. 
10am to 4pm, Mon-Fri. 


Barnhill 
says yes 


Parents fighting to save their 
children’s integrated school 
from closure have won the vote 
to take it out of council control. 

Of the 372 parents who 
voted in June, 98 per cent said 
yes to opting out. 

Barnhill School in Hilling- 
don, which has had £500,000 
spent on making it accessible, 
was told by the council last 
December that it would have to 
close in 1993 because there 
were not enough pupils to keep 
it open (DN January). 

But parents of the school’s 
15 disabled pupils say it is the 
only integrated and accessible 
school in the area. 

By opting out, Barnhill will 
get its money directly from the 
Government instead of through 
the local education authority. It 
is then up to the board of goy- 
ernors and the headmaster how 
the money is spent. 

The school governors now 
have to publish proposals about 
how the school will operate. 
After a two month public con- 
sultation period, the case will 
be sent to the Education Secre- 
tary for a final decision. 

It is hoped that the proposals 
will be given to Hillingdon 
director of education Kate Hig- 
gins on 26 June. 
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Send this coupon off today for more information 


R NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


: Ortho Kinetics (UK) Ltd, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV13 3AX. Tel: 0902 866166 
OEE ee ee eee 


Make the most 
out of life 


The Ultralight Express Wheelchair is propelled easily 
and effortlessly, only 24 Ibs in weight. It folds up to a 
compact 11 inches for easy storage or transport. Designed for 
comfort it can be adjusted to match individual needs. The Express, 
made from aircraft aluminium, is built to last. 

It gives maximum stability to go where you want. The 
Express Wheelchair lets you get the most out of life. 
Hemiplegic models now available. 


We care 
more 
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